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Another Big Step Forward 
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FREEDOM from persecution, 
from fear, from want, from bondage 


You AND I ENJOY THESE FREEDOMS—and we cherish 
the most important freedom of all: the freedom to worship God 
according to the dictates of our own consciences. That any group 
would conspire to deny this freedom to others may seem too fan- 
tastic to be true. That there are men right here in America who 
are denied this freedom may seem unbelievable. But the facts 
prove that it is true. 


THESE ARE THE UNDENIABLE FACTS 


© Priests who leave the Church of Rome are persecuted—by 
slander; by pressure brought to bear on their families and 
friends to banish them; and, in South America and Europe, 
by physical violence. 


© Priests who leave the Roman Catholic Church live in fear. 
They know by observation that to break them Rome will com- 
mand all of her powerful social, economic and political forces. 


© Priests who leave the Church of Rome are victims of a 
calculated effort to prevent them from earning a livelihood. 
Many employers will not hire a man who indicates that he 
has been a former priest. Seldom does the former priest have 
any private funds or clothes. With no place to go, he lives 
in want. 


© Priests who have told their superiors of their desire to 
leave the Church have sometimes been forcibly restrained. 
Some have been committed to Roman Catholic hospitals and 
mental institutions from which release is almost impossible. 
More terrifying than physical bondage are the threats of 
purgatory and hell which are used to hold them in spiritual 
bondage. 


. as many as the Lord our God shall call ACTS 2:39 


Today in all parts of the world, Roman Catholic priests are 
leaving the Church. The reasons they give for leaving reveal 
their spiritual and intellectual search for the truth. 


They are disillusioned with practices inconsistent with 
Scripture 


They have discovered serious errors in the theological 
dogma of the Roman Catholic Church 


This building will be 
used for the 
former-priest center 


They have recognized that salvation by works is a mockery 
They have witnessed the evils of a totalitarian hierarchy 


They have been shocked by political and moral corruption 
within the Church 


Our help is in the name of the Lord PSALM 124:8 


Through a sp ecialize 
program of rehabilitatior 
Christ’s Mission is helpin 
many former priests di 
cover a new way of lif 
a life of physical and spit 
itual freedom. The Mi 
sion provides counsel an 
advice in practical ar 
spiritual matters. O 
we shelter, feed and cloth 
business magazine offices ™€n who have just le 
- will ea building the church and have 
means of support. n 
men are helped to find work. Travel and medical expenses z 
provided in emergencies. If the former priest is converted an 
feels called to serve God in the Protestant ministry, financi 
assistance is extended to enable him to attend a school or sem 
nary. Spiritual: help and guidance is a primary and integral pai 
of the program of assistance. Christ’s Mission has helped o 
600 former priests. 


PRIESTS ARE LEAVING IN GREATER NUMBERS 


Today the opportunities are greater than they have 
been in our 75 years of service. More and more priests are resig 
ing and appealing to us for assistance. We are receiving the 
requests from all over America and many other parts of t 
world. This is especially true in South America, where pe 
tion is bitter against defectors. Priests tell us that many mo 
would leave if they had a place of refuge. 


DUGAN CENTER BEING ESTABLISHED 


Because of this increasing need, and as a result of long a 
prayerful consideration, Christ’s Mission is establishing a cen 
for ex-priests. This center will enable us to provide a more ce 
plete and integrated program of rehabilitation. A special co 
mittee of experts in the field of education, business, guidan 
health and theology will meet with the former priests and hi 
them work out the many problems they face. They will have # 
help of our job placement program and will receive spiritual 2 
material aid. Throughout their period of readjustment they 
be living with men who understand and sympathize with th 
problems. Rev. Frank F. Payas, a Roman Catholic priest for 
years and a Protestant pastor for 10 years, has been appoint 
supervisor of the center. 


WE MUST ACT AT ONCE 


A property, ideal for this center, has been offered to C 
Mission by a wonderful Christian family at a fraction of its act 
al value. The Board of Trustees have voted to purchase t 
property and establish the Dugan Center at once. Prayer 
the open door of opportunity have convinced them it is ft 
Lord’s leading. They have authorized a financial appeal 
$70,000 to purchase the property and establish the ex-priest cent 


WE WILL NEED THE GENEROUS HELP OF FRIEND 


We appeal to readers because 
we believe that you will support 
this act of faith. May we ask you 
to give both generously and sacri- 
fically that we may be enabled to 
assist more priests in their search 
for freedom. 

You will want to have an im- 
portant part in making this center 
a reality. Please pray about this 
carefully and, as soon as you can, 
send your contribution to us. We 
are sure you will stand by us in 
this hour of urgency. 


Dr. Walter M. Montano, Executive Director 
Rey. Frank Payas, Supervisor, Dugan Center 


CHRIST’S MISSION, 27 East 22nd Street 
New York 10, New York 
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Dwelling of Wrath 


Long before Alexander VI, there 
had been popes of reprobate charac- 
ter, and yet enjoying, as heads of 
the Christian Church, the name and 
prerogatives of sanctity. But who 
could deem holy that Urban VI, 
who, to glut his revenge against those 
cardinals who opposed his election, 
had them tied up in a sack and 
drowned in the sea of Genoa. Who 
could deem holy that Boniface VIII, 
of whom it was truly said that he 
entered the papacy like a wolf, ruled 
like a lion, and died like a dog,—the 
terror he lived of all kings and na- 
tions, and an insatiate lover of gold? 

1g! In the ages of faith flourished these 

ye: “vicars of Christ.” Verily, notorious 

MAGAZINE OF OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE a and infamous crimes have immortal- 
ized the memory of popes. And early 

: did the human mind shrink back, 

VOL. 18 FEBRUARY, 1957 NO. 2 horror-stricken at the awful incon- 


sistency ... 


gee [In Dante’s Inferno appears] Pope 
CONTENTS: a Anastasius in the deep abysm by an 
ha? inscription he recognized, whilst his 
Letters to the Editor ghee church on earth, as he found her, 
Editorial was “sunk under the weight of her 
Ch Mi B ann crimes, and polluted with mire and 
rist's Mission Banquet Hie filth.” In hell he found Nicholas III, 
Mystery of the Seven Churches nas planted with his heels upwards, wait- 
A Priest Confesses to the Doctor if ing = x04 VIII — who 
Sek ie is to take his place—to be in his turn 
a eae ld 3 relieved by Clement V, . . . a lawless 
yes of the Wo ee 


shepherd. The milder spirit of 
The Door—to Heaven or Hell? Petrarca is roused on this subject of 
Beauty for Ashes Roman depravity to a higher pitch 
Question Mark of indignation . . . To him, Rome is 


“ a fountain of grief, the dwelling of 
You Be the Judge wrath, the school of error, and the 
Roman Catholicism a Political Movement 24 temple of unbelief. He pours forth 


Dik Review with wrathful energy every epithet 


of disgrace against the . . . unblushing 
ew thing of iniquity. ® 
Ipse Dixit Andrew Steinmetz 
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NEVER OUT OF DATE 


Have been reading and re-reading 
back numbers of the CONVERTED CATHO- 
Lic for 1952, ’58, 54, and what a store- 
house of information they still are! 
Through your informative magazine 
and books, I succeeded in saving three 
marriages from being performed in the 
Roman Catholic Church. . . They 
were married by a Christian minister. 


Mrs. T.E.L., Calif. 
GUIDE TO TRUTH 


I wish each Sunday School teacher 
in all the Protestant churches were a 
reader of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
magazine. I feel it would be a great 
help to them in guiding their pupils 
into a knowledge of the truth and of 
the dangers that they should know how 
to avoid. 

Mrs. B.A.L., N. J. 


GODSEND 


» 

I am eighty-four years old and have 
given away your books to different peo- 
ple and ministers of different churches. 
I know the work you are doing is a 
godsend to the people. I thought I 
would let you know. 


A.B., Mass. 
TRUTH AND LIBERTY 


I appreciate the fight you are mak- 
ing for Bible truth and liberty. God 
bless you and your messages in the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 

JCC., Calif. 


COMMENDATION 


Since I am a converted Catholic, 
everything I read in your wonderful 
magazine is especially interesting to 
me. May I commend you for the fine 
job you are doing. 

J.L., New York 


I obtained a copy of your wonderful 
magazine a short time ago and was 
quite happy to find out that such a 
magazine exists. 

Rev. W.H.C., Calif. 


ENLIGHTENING 


I know what it is to be enslaved by 
the ordinances and traditions of the 
Catholic Church, so I pass the Con- 
VEiTED CATHOLIC on to others and tell 
them that our freedom of worship 
could be taken away from us. 

I remember your work in my prayers 
each day. Again, I say that I would 
not want to be without the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC as every article is so en- 
lightening. 

Mrs. G.G., Til. 


GRATITUDE 


The April issue of the CONVE3TED 
CATHOLIC was splendid! You should be 
commended for securing men who are 
the leaders in Protestantism to write 
such timely messages. These and other 
articles appearing in your magazine 
should be given the widest circulation 
possible. I read each monthly issue 
from cover to cover and enjoy the 
editorials very much. 

Last year I subscribed to your maga- 
zine for several of my friends. We are 
all most grateful for your fine maga- 
zine, your Christian leadership, and 
your influence for good. 

D.W.B., Del. 


ENVELOPE NOT NECESSARY 


I think your improved CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine is very wonderful 
and I do not object to your not enclos- 
ing it in an envelope. When I wrote 
you in late January of this year, about 
the time my subscription expired, I 
sent you three dollars for the renewal 
of my subscription, designating that 
the rest be used for your work at 
Christ’s Mission. I made the suggestion 
that you send copies of your magazine 
to non-subscribers. I sincerely hope 
and pray that the work of Christ’s 
Mission and other non-Catholic groups 
will be successful in stopping the flood 
of Roman Catholic “action” that seems 
to be engulfing our country. 


M.A.S., Ohio 


KEEP ON SENDING MAGAZINE 


I was glad to receive your reminder 
in the mail today. I neglected to watch 
my label so please renew my sub- 
scription. 

No, I am not displeased with the 
magazine, but simply forgot! I am 
enclosing a check for a three-year sub- 
scription as I don’t want to miss one 
issue. We need to be informed not only 
about Communism, but about Catholi- 
cism too. I praise God for the wonder- 
ful work you are doing and I pray 
that Dr. Montafio is well on the road 
to recovery. 

D.R.F., Pa. 


AN HONEST ANSWER 


I received the form letter that yo 
send to subscribers who do not renev 
their subscriptions. My excuse is finan 
cial, as I have been hospitalized fo 
many months. I stand behind your fine 
publication and your good fight against 
Catholicism. 

If there is any criticism of any kind, 
I would say that you lean a little toc 
much to the Evangelical side, depend 
ing too much on the Lord, and mini 
mizing human efforts. As a forme 
Catholic and a convert to Unitarian 
ism, I have probably gone to the othe 
extreme. 

The attractive new cover of th 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC is praiseworthy 
but I prefer plain black and white 
This is a matter of opinion. I trus 
that I will be able to renew my sub 
scription some day in the future, bu 
in the meantime, I wish you continued 
success with your unusual magazine. 


D.E.M., Mass, 
EAST TO WEST 


I have heard of your work from east 
to west, and you are highly recom- 
mended by some of the finest Christian 
men I know. I shall continue to pray 
that God will bless your work and that 
it will bear much fruit. 

E.L.J., N. Y. 


ACTIONS SPEAK 


We believe in the things you are 
doing strongly enough to solicit and 
send subscriptions to you as a service 
of love. I have subscribed to your 
magazine for many years. 

C.J.K., Fla. 


SON SUBSCRIBES 


In response to a “question letter” we 
sent out recently to people who had not 
renewed their subscription, the follow- 
ing was elicited: “The above minister 
has gone to be with his Lord at age 
104. However, his son is now a sub 
scriber to the CONVERTED CATHOLIC.” 


ENDORSEMENT 


As long as I live I shall deem it a 
great privilege to endorse your wonder- 
ful magazine. Many times while read- 
ing it I become filled with righteous 
indignation when I see how disinter- 
ested the average Protestant is. We 
need more than just a handful of 
Protestants to pull against the strong 
tide of Catholicism. 

K.P., N. & 


THAT THEY MAY KNOW 


I am writing to tell you how happy 
I am to receive your magazine. I wish 
I had known about it long ago. If it 
had not been for the thoughtful person 
who sent me a copy I would never 
have been able to enjoy such good 
reading material. I, too, want my 
friends to become acquainted with the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 
Mrs. E.D., Minn. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 
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She Stoops to Conquer 


A** ANY SCHOOLBOY the significance of February 
to an American and he will tell you the names 
of two great presidents whose birthdates in this 
month are memorialized in two national holidays. 
The pre-eminence of Washington and Lincoln over 
any other presidents is indicated by the fact that 
no others are accorded this distinction nor are the 
names of any other two presidents linked with the 
same feeling of honor and of national reverence. 

Around both has grown up a sort of legendary 
aura enhanced by anecdotes both real and apocry- 
phal, and despite modern tendencies—inspired, no 
doubt, by subversive elements in our midst—to de- 
bunk national heroes, it is significant that the 
names of both are perpetuated in parks and 
bridges, cities and societies, banks and currency, 
and above all in literature. 

It is a unique commentary on the life of a con- 
troversial figure, cut down in his prime because he 
was controversial, that so many books should have 
been written about him since his death in 1865. 
Even today the presses are turning out well writ- 
ten, well documented books on Abraham Lincoln 
at a rate that certainly would have astounded the 
man “with malice toward none; with charity for 
all,” whose moral stature far exceeded even his re- 
markable physical height. 

But the mole on his cheek was no more distinc- 
tive than his moral rectitude and courage, his love 
of justice and equity, and his adherence to princi- 
ple. For these qualities he lived, and for these he 
died, a martyr to the cause of “liberty and justice 
for all.” 

Much has been written about the death of Lin- 
coln, and much has been surmised. While history 
may never reveal all the facts about the circum- 
stances and more particularly the motivation sur- 
rounding this event, there have been some grave 
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EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


questions about the role of the Roman Catholic 
Church in his assassination. If certain sources of 
information are accurate, there is sufficient evi- 
dence to indicate that it was a Roman Catholic 
plot that brought the great man to his doom. 


No less a personage than Samuel F. B. Morse, 
inventor of the telegraph, is alleged to have un- 
covered a political conspiracy in Rome in the early 
1830s to destroy the government of the United 
States. Though this aspect of his life is not general- 
ly known, it is a fact, corroborated by Richard B. 
Morris in his recently published Encyclopedia of 
American History (1953), that Morse was in Eu- 
ope in the ’thirties and was involved in “anti-Cath- 
olic agitation,” about which he did considerable 
writing. 

Father Charles Chiniquy, author of the classic 
Fifty Years in the Church of Rome exposing Ro- 
man Catholicism, affirms Morse’s role in unearth- 
ing Jesuit plots against the United States and, in 
1861, against Lincoln, during his visits to Rome. 
In his own painstaking research, which took him 
twenty years and for which he has provided ample 
documentation, Chiniquy points unhesitatingly to 
the complicity of the Church of Rome in engineer- 
ing the death of Lincoln, noting that the Suratts 
and Booth were all devout Roman Catholics and 
that Roman Catholic priests were constant visitors 
and even dwellers under the friendly roof of Mary 
Suratt. 

While the details adduced by Chiniquy are too 
numerous and involved to present here, he provides 
one brief but illuminating quotation for which doc- 
umentary evidence is available: 


“There is a fact to which the American people 
have not yet given a sufficient attention. It is that, 
without a single exception, the conspirators were 
Roman Catholics. The learned and great patriot, 
General Baker, in his admirable report, struck and 
bewildered by that strange, mysterious, and por- 
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tentous fact, said: ‘I mention, as an exceptional and 
remarkable fact, that every conspirator in custody 
is, by education, a Catholic.’ ” 


OPPORTUNITIES AND OBSTACLES 


In consideration of the long-avowed, self-con- 
fessed aspiration of the Roman Church to make 
America Catholic, it is not difficult to believe that 
this same church looked upon the Civil War as an 
opportunity to divide and conquer and upon Abra- 
ham Lincoln, champion of liberty, as a decided ob- 
stacle to their ends. The religious overtones of the 
Civil War have never been fully exploited, even by 
Father Chiniquy. 


When the country was finally reunited and the 
Civil War was a thing of the past, the Vatican had 
to find more subtle means for gaining the ascen- 
dancy. Throughout history the first aim of the 
Roman Church has been to control the seat of gov- 
ernment as the most strategic point of influence. 
This accomplished, the control of the people—of 
education, press, communication, worship, and so 
on—is a simple matter. 

In a word, if the White House were conquered, 
the Roman Church would soon cast a shadow that 
would embrace the other branches of government 
and would spread over the entire land. But since 
there has been a traditional prejudice in America 
against a Catholic as president, other methods have 
to be employed. 


In recent years we have seen how in Argentina 
Evita Peron was used very effectively by the hier- 
archy to meddle in government affairs and public 
education, furthering their aims as well as her own 
private ambitions. It was not until long after her 
death that her dictator-husband, known as Argen- 
tina’s “Strongman,” dared to break with the 
church, in a movement which, significantly, re- 
sulted in his downfall. 


Could such an entering wedge be used in this 
country to secure control? 


GENERAL SHERMAN’S STAND 


Apparently there were those in high office after 
the close of the Civil War who knew enough about 
the machinations of the Roman Catholic Church 
in this country to make them wary of her plans 
and hesitant to involve the country in any risk 
through compromise or indiscretion. Among them 
was the high-principled, astute hero of the War, 
General William Tecumseh Sherman, famed for his 
march through Georgia. To him the Roman Catho- 
lic Church was suspect by its very nature. 

Married to a devout Catholic, to whom he was 
deeply attached, he nevertheless had enough insight 
to realize that his personable wife, with her piety 
and religious enthusiasm, could easily be a tool of 
the Roman Church if the opportunity presented it- 
self. With his own deep regard for the Constitu- 
tion and all that it stood for, he determined that 
this would never happen. 


Immensely popular after the War, he was urged 
again and again to be the Republican candidate for 
president. Toward the end of 1875, when a new 
demand arose for his candidacy, he wrote: 

“TI am almost made to laugh that my name should 
be thought of for the Presidency and still more 
that it should be complicated with the Catholic 
Institution... 

“IT am not a Catholic and could not be because 
they exact a blind obedience and subordination that 
is entirely foreign to my nature. Ellen [his wife] 
is so by inheritance and it is so deep seated it can 
never be eradicated, and she will work like a beaver 
to spread the faith.” 

A few days later he wrote a letter to the New 
York Herald declining flatly their call for him to 
accept the nomination: 

“My wife and family are strong Catholics, but 
I am not; that, however, is nobody’s business.” 

His wife meanwhile busied herself with Catholic 
charities and continued with her thorough indoc- 
trination of her children in the Catholic faith. Her 
zeal was such that she was known to Catholics all 
over the world, including the Pope himself, who 
honored her with the Golden Rose (see Eyes of the 
World), the only one to be received by an Ameri- 
can woman. 


THE FRUIT OF PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 


That she succeeded admirably with her children, 
in spite of her husband’s anti-Catholic sentiments, 
was painfully apparent to him when his favorite 
son Tom decided to become a Jesuit priest. Just 
before sailing to England to take up his priestly 
studies, he wrote the following revealing letter: 

“My father, as you know, is not a Catholic, and 
therefore the step I am taking seems as startling 
and as strange to him as, I have no doubt, it does 
to you... I go without his approval, sanction or 
consent; in fact, in direct opposition to his best 
wishes in my behalf. For he had formed other 
plans for me, which are now defeated, and had 
other hopes and expectations in my regard, which 
are necessarily dashed to the ground... 

“Feeling painfully aware that I have grieved 
and disappointed my father, I beg my friends and 
his, one and all, of whatever religidn they may be, 
to spare him inquiries or comments of any sort.” 

Sherman absented himself from his son’s ordina- 
tion, though later their good relations were con- 
tinued. Tom’s mother said—in the words of her 
husband—that “‘she would as lief send her children 
to the saloon on the corner” as to public school. 
Her attitude, and the influence of parochial schools, 
bore their fruit—and possibly deprived America of 
one of her greatest presidents. 

In the 1884 campaign, Sherman resisted a most 
determined effort to draft him for the presidency. 
His family’s religion was a strong deterrent to his 
acceptance. With keen insight he wrote that if he 
were elected, his wife’s religious zeal would keep 
“the White House full of priests,” which to him 
would have been an American tragedy. Not long 
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after, he penned his famous words, “I will not 


accept if nominated and will not serve if elected.” ” 


(See Lloyd Lewis’s admirable book Sherman: 
Fighting Prophet, published by Harcourt Brace 
and Co., 1932, pp. 621-631.) 


THINGS THAT PERTAIN TO PEACE 


Few Americans would have had the strength of 
character to resist the pressure of friends and pub- 
lic to accept a nomination that was almost certain 
to lead to the White House. Only a man as devoted 
as Sherman to his country’s Constitution and way 
of life and altruistic enough to forego personal 
gratification to preserve their sanctity could have 
turned down such an offer. 

This devotion to principle is rare indeed when 
one realizes that today on every hand the White 
House — whether ignorantly or intelligently — is 
fawning upon the Roman Catholic Church and that 
a ballot apparently outweighs a principle. In the 
words of Him who sees the end from the begin- 
ning we might paraphrase a few verses of 
Scripture: 

“O America, America, if thou hadst known, even 
thou, at least in this thy day, the things which be- 
long unto thy peace! but now they are hid from 
thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, that 
thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and 
compass thee round, and keep thee in on every 
side . . . because thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation.” (Luke 19:42-44) 

May America awake to the things that pertain to 
her peace—before it is too late! 


The Home for 
Converted Priests 


WE BELIEVE THAT GOD has answered our prayers 
in leading us to the purchase of the fine prop- 
erty at Sea Cliff, Long Island. 

For many years the deep desire of our hearts 
has been to provide a home and a real atmosphere 
of Christian fellowship to those hungry souls in 
despair who might otherwise be left abandoned, 
without the opportunity of receiving the Gospel of 
life. At present there are several of these former 
Roman Catholic priests with us who have been re- 
habilitated and helped by Christ’s Mission. But 
there are literally hundreds of priests who no long- 
er belong to their church and who would welcome 
a helping hand to restore them to a normal! life of 
self-respect and usefulness and, above all, to lead 
them to the true and only Saviour. 

Those of us in Christ’s Mission consider it a priv- 
ilege to be the instruments of mercy in God’s plan 
for this particular ministry. But with the privilege 
we also assume the responsibility. Both of these 
we want to share with our readers and friends of 
Christ’s Mission. 

The Lord has led us to important tasks, and step 
by step He has brought us to where we are at the 
present time. The new home is but another step of 
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faith in the path laid out for us by our all-sufficient 
God. We are simply abiding by His promise re- 
corded by the apostle Paul: 

“But my God shall supply all your need accord- 
ing to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 
4:19) 


S EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR of Christ’s Mission I 
wish to express my deep gratitude to all our 
faithful supporters who have stood by us in time 
of need. Confident that we will continue to receive 
your encouragement and help, we enter into this 
new venture, always looking unto Him, the Author 
and Finisher of our faith. 

It is also with gratitude to God that we can in- 
form our supporters that the Lord had already pre- 
pared a man for the unique task of directing the 
home for ex-priests—himself a very devout, con- 
secrated former priest, the Rev. Mr. F. F. Payas. 
Following his conversion and subsequent change 
from the Roman Catholic priesthood to the Presby- 
terian ministry, Mr. Payas labored for several 
years in the Master’s vineyard, bringing souls to 
Christ. In one of the coming issues of the CON- 
VERTED CATHOLIC we will endeavor to publish his 
testimony. 

Mr. Payas and his family have already moved 
to the new Home for Converted Priests, and we 
wish to commend them all to the prayers of our 
many friends. We feel that this venture is a vital 
step forward in the work of Christ’s Mission and 
will result in manifold blessings to those coming 
out of darkness to the marvelous light of the Gos- 
pel. This we have taken as our commission, and 
for a motto we have applied the words of Samuel: 

“Only fear the Lord, and serve Him in truth with 
all your heart: for consider how great things He 
hath done for you.” (I Sam. 12:24) 


The Flesh and 
the Spirit 


IFE IS A CONSTANT BATTLE. Sooner or later some 

force will gain supremacy over our lives and 
control our interests, making us live just for that 
to which we yield ourselves servants to obey. There 
are many men who, in their confusion of values, 
miss the true concept of character and find them- 
selves living on the twilight plain of spineless medi- 
ocrity instead of the mountaintop of blessing and 
achievement. 

Some people fight for the supremacy of material 
things, and as a result become rich; but in the end, 
they will find that their hearts cannot be satisfied 
with just things and the means of exchange to ob- 
tain things. The tale of King Midas reveals the 
foolishness of the theory that the greatest achieve- 
ment consists in material gain. 

Others fight for the supremacy of power, but even 
in recent years, history has shown that temporal 
power or dominion does not necessarily contribute 
toward the making of a better world; rather, it all 
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too frequently contributes toward the agitation of 
the baser human passions. The sad example of the 
Hitlers and Mussolinis should serve as a permanent 
lesson. 

On a lower scale, there are those who fight for 
the supremacy of physical force, but their ultimate 
gain is only the passing glory of an athlete or the 
championship of a boxing ring. And age too soon 
robs them of even this. 

None of these constitute true character-building, 
because character and personality are like a stream 
of water bubbling from the mountainside: they 
come from within and either spring from spiritual 
values or evidence their lack. Character is an inner 
force that has to be fed from within, just as the 
tree receives its nourishment from the sap and is 
thus enabled to withstand the storm. 

A person who is fortified with the best life has 
to offer—the best literature, the best philosophy, 
the best music, the best companions, the best radio 
and TV programs—and the best heaven has to 
offer—the Word of God, the atoning blood of 
Christ, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit—will 
be well fortified to resist the storms of life, and 
will in turn prove a blessing to others. 


He prayed for strength that he might achieve; 

He was made weak that he might obey. 

He prayed for wealth that he might do greater 
things; 

He was given infirmity that he might do better 
things. 

He prayed for riches that he might be happy; 

He was given poverty that he might be wise. 

He prayed for power that he might have the 
praise of men; 

He was given infirmity that he might feel the 
need of God. 

He prayed for all things that he might enjoy life; 

He was given life that he might enjoy all things. 


He had received nothing that he asked for—all 
that he hoped for; 


His prayer was answered—he was most blessed. 


Marriage of Convenience 


T WOULD SEEM that the long war of the Vatican 
versus the Kremlin has ceased. Catholicism and 
Communism have clasped hands and embraced 
warmly. Rome’s preachments against Communism 
are fast becoming absolete. The anti-Communist 
line is outdated. All the rallying cries of the Vati- 
can to America to take up the sword against Com- 
munism, all the signal efforts to engage the United 
States in a death struggle against the Red Menace, 
have come to nought, and the Vatican has virtually 
pulled the rug out from under its own feet in an 
implicit denial of everything it said it stood for. 
Has Communism changed? Has the Roman 
Catholic religion been suddenly granted full rights 
in Russia? Hardly! Only recently Khruschev re- 
iterated his government’s denial of God. 


Has Roman Catholicism changed, then? If not, 
how can we account for this latest demonstration 
of brotherly love? 


FLEXIBLE BETRAYAL 


The explanation is routine. We have reiterated 
again and again the fact that Rome can accommo- 
date herself to any environment and can accept 
any color of government so long as she is accorded 
full recognition and is granted room not only to 
exist but also to expand and ultimately to conquer. 
With this in mind, the following item is self- 
explanatory : 

“For the first time a Communist regime and the 
Roman Catholic Church formally agreed to work 
positively together. The regime was the new na- 
tional Communist government of Poland, which 
last week threw over Marx .. . and promised to 
remove all barriers to ‘the realization of the prin- 
ciples of full freedom of religious life’ in the coun- 
try. In return, the Polish Catholic hierarchy 
pledged ‘support for all the works of the people’s 
Poland to bring together the efforts of all citizens 
for the welfare of the entire country.’ 

“One of the first acts of Wladyslaw Gomulka, 
after he shot back into power last October on a 
nationwide upsurge of anti-Russian feeling, was to 
set Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, Primate of Poland, 
free from house arrest .. . Back in Warsaw, and 
instantly a national hero, Wyszynski set an ex- 
ample of restraint and patience to the faithful. In 
sermons and public announcements, he made the 
same pleas as Gomulka for national unity, calm, 
and hard work. 

“Gomulka, who announced that ‘Communism is 
flexible enough for everything except permitting 
man to exploit man,’ was ready to try all sorts of 
unorthodox ways to hold Poland for Communism. 
He named Jerzy Sztachelski, former Minister of 
Health, to the new Office of Church Affairs. In re- 
turn for the public pledge of support, Sztachelski 
quickly conceded the cardinal’s representatives’ 
two main demands: 1) that religious instruction 
be given in schools for all whose parents ask it; 
2) that church appointments no longer be subject 
to state veto. Having gained these concessions, the 
Vatican last week named five auxiliary bishops to 
long-vacant Polish dioceses in the’ western lands 
taken from Germany .. . Finally, the Gomulka 
government released imprisoned priests to resume 
their parish work in Silesia.” (Time, Dec. 17, 1956) 

Actually, the foregoing is nothing new. The Vati- 
can condemned Nazism but signed pacts with Hit- 
ler. The Pope seemingly opposed Fascism but made © 
concordats with Mussolini. The present Pope, while | 
papal nuncio in Germany in 1925, was even then 
attempting to conclude a pact with a Soviet repre- 
sentative, though negotiations later fell apart, in 
1927. So the pattern is not new. The latest mold 
only reveals the essential nature of the Roman 
Church. 

Our Roman Catholic friends can take little pride 
in this recent betrayal of principles so often avowed 
by their Mother Church. 
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CHRIST’S MISSION 


Chird Annual Banguet 


N A CRISP FRIDAY NIGHT late 

last October a rapt group of 
some 320 people from seven states 
gathered in Schrafft’s Concourse 
Room at Rockefeller Center, New 
York, for Christ’s Mission’s Third 
’ Annual Banquet. 

Main speaker for the evening 
was Dr. Clyde Taylor, Secretary 
of Foreign Affairs of the Nation- 
al Association of Evangelicals in 
Washington, D.C. Dr. Taylor, al- 
so a member of Christ’s Mission’s 
Board of Trustees, presented a 
challenging message on the sub- 
ject “Catholic Action on the 
March,” in which he sounded the 
alarm against the encroachments 
of the Roman Catholic Church in 
America, as well as the world at 
large. From his own extended 
trips and acute observations, he 
has gathered information that 
was indeed distressing to an audi- 
ence schooled in the principles of 
liberty and justice on which this 
country was founded. 

Prior to Dr. Taylor’s message, 
the Rev. Louis Hutchins, also a 
member of the Board of Trustees, 
showed a series of slides taken 
during his trip to the Holy Land. 
Besides making Biblical scenes 
vividly impressive, the slides 
were enlightening with regard to 
the Roman Catholic issue. 


In his introductory remarks, 
Dr. W. M. Montafio, toastmaster 
for the evening, told of the 
marked influence, both spiritual 
and political, of the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine throughout 
the world. He pointed up its 
growth, usefulness, and need, es- 
pecially in Latin America, where 
it is hoped that soon a Spanish 
edition can be published. 


After introducing some twelve 
ex-priests in attendance at the 
banquet, Dr. Montafio opened the 
floor to four of them on the 
staff — Mr. Angelo LoVallo, Dr. 
Carl Marzena, the Rev. Hugh 
Farrell, and the Rev. Frank Pay- 
as—who gave individual reports 
on their activities and the souls 
won to Christ through the minis- 
try of the different divisions of 
Christ’s Mission. 


Because of the lateness of the 
hour, the scheduled preview of 
the new half-hour color film “The 
One True Church” had to be 
canceled. 


Arrangements for the banquet 
were supervised by Mr. Robert 
G. Hawley, Business Manager of 
Christ’s Mission. Others taking 
part were Dr. A. C. Snead, Mrs. 
Lillian Hatt, Mr. Earl Kiefer, and 
Mr. Charles Ford. 


The Rev. Frank Payas, Dr. W. M. Montaiio, the Rev. Hugh Farrell 
(seated) with staff members and workers of Christ’s Mission. 
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Dr. A. C. Snead, Dr. Clyde Taylor, 
the Rev. H. Clay Mitchell, and Dr. 
W. M. Montafio at the head table. 


Dr. Clyde Taylor, guest speaker for 
Banquet, speaks on Catholic Action. 


Mr. Norman Evans of the Victor 
Adding Machine Co. shows Mr. Rob- 
ert Hawley, Christ’s Mission’s capable 
business manager, how to operate the 
Victor Adding Machine won by C. M. 
at last year’s National Business Show. 





Joseph A. Seiss, D.D. 


MYSTERY OF THE 
SEVEN CHURCHES 


LOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMNOIMO | 


by JOSEPH A. SEISS, D.D. 


Toward the end of the first century A. D. a two-thousand-year 
history of the Christian Church was written by a man in exile, who 
was commissioned to “write ... the things which are, and the things 
which shall be hereafter.” His small volume of twenty-two short 
chapters bore the following preface: 


“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, 
to show unto His servants things which must shortly come to 
pass; and He sent and signified it by His angel unto His 
servant John: who bare record of the word of God, and of the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. Blessed 
is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this proph- 
ecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the 


time is at hand.” (Rev. 1:1-3) 


HE WORD Church stands in the 

English Testament as_ the 
equivalent of a compound Greek 
word signifying to call out of or 
from among. In three instances, 
our translators have rendered it 
assembly. This is its primary 
sense, which underlies all its ap- 
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plications in the New Testament, 
the Septuagint, and the Greek 
language in general. 

The heathen Greeks used it to 
denote the select assemblies of 
free citizens convened for the 
transaction of public affairs, in 
which the common populace, 


strangers, and such as had for- 
feited civic rights, had no place. 
It is used by Stephen to denote 
the congregation of the children of 
Israel in the wilderness, who had 
been called forth from Egypt, and 
were on their way to the prom- 
ised land. (Acts 7:38) 

It is sometimes used to denote 
the entire community of Christian 
people, of all nations and ages; 
as where the Saviour says: “Upon 
this Rock will I build my 
Church” ; and where Paul exhorts 
the elders to “feed the Church of 
God which He hath purchased 
with His own blood.” It is also 
used to denote the small compa- 
nies of Christians belonging to one 
household, as where we read of 
“Nymphas and the Church which 
is in his house”; “Priscilla and 
Aquilla, and the Church that is 
in their house.” 


But its most frequent applica- 
tion is to denote some particular 
society of Christians, in the same 
neighborhood or city, organized 
around a common altar, and 
statedly coming together in the 
same services: as we read of “the 
Church which is at Corinth”; 
“the Church which is at Jerusa- 
lem,” etc. It means an assembly, 
convened by authority, and con- 
stituted of a specific class, out of, 
but withdrawn from, the general 
mass of the population. It there- 
fore most expressively sets forth 
what a true Church is. 

The Gospel everywhere speaks 
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of a calling and an election, and 
the Church is the organized so- 
ciety of the called and elected. It 
is the assembly or community of 
those whom God has called out 
from the world into a common 
fellowship of faith, hope, and obe- 
dience, and which is preserved 
and perpetuated by means of 
functions and services included in 
the call. 

And wherever there is a com- 
pany of such as have received and 
believed the Gospel, organized in- 
to one body, in the charge of one 
authorized minister, and coming 
together in the same stated serv- 
ices, there is a true Church. And 
such societies were “the seven 
Churches” of the text. 





































































































THE MEANING OF SEVEN 
These seven Churches, in their 
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be, a message from Jesus to regu- 
late our faith, and hope, and life, 
with reference to the judgment to 
come, every word and feature of 
which is from God, and much in 
the very language of God. 

I must, therefore, insist that 
this doctrine of numbers, if we 
had nothing else, settles upon 
these seven Churches a represen- 
tative comprehensiveness which 
embraces the entire fulness of the 
Church of all time. 

These seven Churches, then, be- 
sides being literal historical 
Churches, stand for the entire 
Christian body, in all periods of 
its history. But how, or in what 
respects? 


PROPHETIC 
INTERPRETATION 


In the first place, the seven 
Churches represent seven phases 
or periods in the Church’s history, 
stretching from the time of the 
apostles to the coming again of 
Christ, the characteristics of 
which are set forth partly in the 
names of these Churches, but 
more fully in the epistles ad- 
dressed to them. 

There has been an Ephesian 
period—a period of warmth and 
love and labor for Christ, dating 
directly from the apostles, in 
which defection began by the 
gradual cooling of the love of 
some, the false professions of 
others, and the incoming of un- 
due exaltations of the clergy and 
Church offices. Then came the 
Smyrna period—the end of mar- 
tyrdom, and of the sweet savor 
unto God of faithfulness unto 
death, but marked with further 
developments of defection in the 
establishment of castes and or- 
ders, the license of Judaizing 
propensities, and consequent de- 
partures from the true simplici- 
ties of the Gospel. 

Then followed the Pergamite 
period, in which true faith more 
and more disappeared from view, 
and clericalism gradually formed 
itself into a system, and the 
Church united with the world, 
and Babylon began to rear itself 
aloft. Then came the Thyatiran 
period—the age of purple and 
glory for the corrupt priesthood, 
and of darkness for the truth; 
the age of effeminacy and clerical 





domination, when the Church 
usurped the place of Christ, and 
the witnesses of Jesus were given 
to dungeons, stakes and inquisi- 
tions; the age of the enthrone- 
ment of the false prophetess, 
reaching to the days of Luther 
and the Reformation. 

Then came the Sardian period 
—the age of separation and re- 
turn to the rule of Christ; the age 
of comparative freedom from 
Baalam and his doctrines, from 
the Nicolaitanes and their tenets, 
from Jezebel and her fornica- 
tions; an age of many worthy 
names, but marked with deadness 
withal, and having much of which 
to repent; an age covering the 
spiritual lethargy of the Protes- 
tant centuries before the great 
evangelical movements of the last 
hundred years, which brought us 
the Philadelphian era, marked by 
a closer adherence to the written 
word, and more fraternity among 
Christians, but now rapidly giv- 
ing place to Laodicean lukewarm- 
ness, self-sufficiency, empty pro- 
fession, and false peace, in which 
the day of judgment is to find the 
unthinking multitude who sup- 
pose they are Christians and are 
not. 


TARES AMONG 
THE WHEAT 


Never, indeed, has there been a 
sowing of God on earth, but it has 
been oversown by Satan; or a 
growth for Christ, which the 
plantings of the wicked one did 
not mingle with and hinder. God 
sowed good seed in Paradise; but 
when it came to the harvest, the 
principal product was tares. At 
earth’s first altar appeared the 
murderer with the saint — Cain 
with Abel. God had His sons be- 
fore the flood; but more numer- 
ous were the children of the 
wicked one. And in all ages and 
dispensations, the plants of grace 
have ever found the weeds up- 
springing by their sides, their 
roots intertwining, and _ their 
stalks and leaves and fruits put- 
ting forth together. 

The Church is not an exception, 
and never will be, as long as the 
present dispensation lasts. Even 
in its first and purest periods, as 
the Scriptural accounts attest, it 
was intermixed with what per- 
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THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF THE APOCALYPSE: 


e Ephesus 
e Smyrna 


e Pergamos 
e Thyatira 
° Sardis 


tained not to it. There was a 
Judas among its apostles ; an Ana- 
nias and a Simon Magus among 
its first converts; a Demas and a 
Diotrephes among its first public 
servants. And as long as it con- 
tinues in this world, Christ will 
have His Antichrist, and the tem- 
ple of God its men of sin. 

He who sets out to find a per- 
fect Church, in which there are no 
unworthy elements and no dis- 
figuration, proposes to himself a 
hopeless search. Go where he 
will, worship where he may, in 
any country, in any age, he will 
soon find tares among the wheat, 

‘sin mixing in with all earthly 
holiness; self -deceivers, hypo- 
crites and unchristians in every 
assembly of saints; Satan insinu- 
ating himself into every gather- 
ing of the sons of God to present 
themselves before the Lord. No 
preaching, however pure; no dis- 
cipline, however strict or pru- 
dent; no watchfulness, however 
searching and faithful, can ever 
make it different. 

Paul told the Thessalonians 
that the day of the Lord should 
not come until there came a fall- 
ing away first, and an extraordi- 
nary manifestation of sin and 
guilt in the Church itself; and 
assured them that that embodied 
apostasy was to live and work on 
until the Lord Himself should 
come and destroy it by the mani- 
festation of His own personal 
presence. The Saviour Himself 
has taught us that in the Gospel 
field wheat and tares are to be 
found; that it is forbidden to 
pluck up the bad, lest the good 
also be damaged; and that both 
are to “grow together until the 
harvest,” which is the end of the 
economy—the winding up of the 
present order of things—“the end 
of this world.” 

In the first Epistle, the Lord 
puts His finger upon the origin of 
the mischief. Here is depictured a 
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° Philadelphia 
° Laodicea 


first and model estate, which is 
described as that of “first love.” 
From that “first love” the Saviour 
notes a decline. This is the first 
picture. It was in the very hearts 
of Christ’s own people that all 
corruptions of Christianity and 
apostasy began. 

“Thou hast left thy first love.” 
It is to the heart that Christ 
traces all evils. And it is accord- 
ing to the estate of the heart that 
He judges of us. Where love de- 
clines, bad practices soon creep 
in. The Ephesians waned in origi- 
nal fervor, and soon were 
troubled with those who departed 
from the simplicities of the Gos- 
pel, betook themselves to Jewish 
and Pagan intermixtures, and be- 
gan to put forward the ministry 
as a sort of priestly class, depre- 
ciating and setting aside the 
laity. 

Of these were Diotrephes, who 
coveted pre-eminence; and those 
of whom Peter disapproved, as 
undertaking to be “lords over 
God’s heritage”; and those whom 
Paul resisted, as seeking to trans- 
fer to Christianity what per- 
tained to the Jewish ritualism 
and Pagan philosophy. These 
were the “Nicolaitanes,” whose 
“deeds” are singled out for repre- 
hension. But so long as the apos- 
tles lived, their influence was in- 
considerable. 

At first they had but few fol- 
lowers and small success. It was 
not long, however, as Church his- 
tory shows, until they gained ad- 
herents and force, and laid the 
foundations of all subsequent de- 
fections and troubles. What in 
the first picture was feeble, and 
vigorously resisted, and found 
only in isolated cases, in the sec- 
ond picture has already grown to 
be a distinguished and influential 
party, whose utterances are heard 
and felt, and which is now char- 
acterized as a “synagogue of 
Satan.” 


And in the third picture, what 
were only “deeds” have come to 
be taken up as doctrine. The false 
practices now appear in the shape 
of an article of faith. What had 
previously been kept pretty well 
at bay is now found nestled in the 
very heart of the Church. What 
in the first picture was hated and 
withstood is now tolerated, and 
seemingly cherished. 

And to it is added another fea- 
ture, equally condemned by the 
Saviour and equally favored by 
many of these Pergamites. To 
the Nicolaitanes are added Bala- 
amites: destroyers of the people, 
as well as vanquishers of them, 
as the meaning of the word Ba-, 
laam is. The sin of that prophet 
was that he counselled with the 
enemies of Israel and advised the 
drawing of them into forbidden 
friendships and adulterous and 
idolatrous alliances, by means of 
which “twenty and four thou- 
sand” were destroyed. (Num. 25: 
9) 

The Pergamite Church had 
those who counselled like unlaw- 
ful unions between the Church 
and its powerful enemies, thus re- 
peating the apostate prophet, who 
taught Balak to seduce Israel to 
sin. And whatever interpretation 
of the matter we accept, it bears 
the condemnation of Christ, and 
in His view so unfavorably char- 
acterizes the Pergamites as to 
furnish a picture of most fearful 
advances in the inroads of evil. 

And the next view gives us a 
still further advance in the same 
disastrous tendencies. Here is a 
heathen, impure and bloody wo- 
man, exalted to queenly dominion 
over God’s people, governing 
them, and domineering over them, 
and drawing them away into spir- 
itual harlotry and abomination. 
She is even taken to the bosom of 
the very angel of the Church, and 
suffered to assume the preroga- 
tives of a prophetess to the peo- 
ple, though in reality another 
Jezebel. 


RIPENING FOR REJECTION 


Have we not here the plain and 
indubitable evidences of continu- 
ity and growth in evil, defection, 
and apostasy? From the gradual 
decline of first love we have oné 
steady and onward march, till 
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A Priest 


Confesses 


to the Doctor 


By DONALD W. HEWITT, M. D. 


Passer the many popular fallacies concerning a doctor's existence is 
the somewhat persistent belief that his day-to-day routine is humdrum. 
| think that | can truthfully say that in the twenty years or so in which | 
have practiced medicine in Hawaii and Los Angeles, | have found this to 


be far from the case. 


For instance, I can still recall 
vividly the night my Los Angeles 
office was held up at gunpoint by 
a Mexican lad who was quite ob- 
viously under the influence of 
narcotics ; the almost equally har- 
rowing experience I had when an 
enraged alcoholic patient sudden- 
ly jumped out of bed, seized a 
chair, and chased me out onto the 
street; and of course the many 
hairbreadth races I had with the 
stork while caring for incipient 
maternity cases. No, I would 
hardly consign these experiences 
to the classification of the dull 
and lifeless; rather I treasure 
them as milestones along the 
road, sent perhaps by divine prov- 
idence to keep me from becoming 
too complacent and self-satisfied. 

Nevertheless, I will have to ad- 
mit that even I was somewhat 
shaken from what I like to con- 
sider my customary aplomb the 
other day by the sudden appear- 
ance of a Roman Catholic priest 
in my office. 

Now a Catholic priest has just 
as much right to get sick as any- 
one else and probably just as am- 
ple opportunities for doing so too, 
but it so happens that there is a 
well-known Catholic doctor with 
offices just a few doors from me 
on the opposite side of the street. 
It would seem therefore that a 
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Catholic priest would somewhat 
naturally gravitate toward one of 
his own faith, other things being 
equal. However, here he was in 
my office, obviously with some- 
thing weighing on his mind. 

As he hesitated a moment at 
my desk, I looked up from the 
morning mail I was glancing 
through during a lull in appoint- 
ments and saw before me a clean- 
cut, handsome man of medium 
height and build, with a frank, 
open countenance. 

“Won’t. you sit down, sir?” I 
asked, indicating a chair across 
the desk from me. 

“Thank you, doctor,” he replied 
in a quiet, well-modulated voice. 
“IT hope you don’t think me pre- 
sumptuous for invading your 
office like this, but the fact of the 
matter is that I am here to solicit 
your help in welfare work I am 
engaged in.” 

My first hasty assumption that 
he was a patient seeking treat- 
ment having thus been suddenly 
shattered, I took a moment or two 
to consider this new aspect of the 
situation. 

“I suppose you realize I’m a 
Protestant, don’t you?” I inquired 
with a smile. “Doesn’t your de- 
nomination consider members of 
my faith as rather poor prospects 
for the financial support of proj- 


ects undertaken by your people?” 

The priest smiled in turn. 

“Ordinarily, I suppose we do,” 
he replied, his eyes twinkling. 
“But this is a somewhat different 
proposition. You see, I am in 
charge of a mountain camp we 
have established to rehabilitate 
underprivileged and sometimes 
delinquent children. We feel that 
by getting them away from the 
crowded streets of the city and 
the many temptations that abound 
there on all sides to lure unwary 
youth, and by getting them next 
to God’s handiwork as it is dis- 
played in nature, we have a better 
chance to teach them a new per- 
spective on life and to imbue them 
with a new set of moral values 
based on the teachings of Christ.” 


S HE PAUSED for a moment and 

eyed me expectantly, I re- 
marked that I thought that he 
was certainly engaged in a very 
worthwhile work and that I was 
heartily in favor of such a pro- 
gram. 

“There’s just one thing that 
puzzles me a little,” I continued, 
watching the young man’s face 
intently, “and that’s why you hap- 
pened to call on me, as I think it 
is pretty well known in this 
neighborhood that I am of a dif- 
ferent religious faith from yours.” 

“Yes, I knew you were before 
I made my call,” the young priest 
admitted. “But I was also told 
by several people of your out- 
standing work with alcoholics and 
of the fact that you donate your 
services to a charity alcoholic 
clinic located in downtown Los 
Angeles. I decided that any man 
with the interests of his fellow 
man so closely at heart would be 
a good prospect for a donation 
for my project.” 

It was my turn to smile again. 

“That was a pretty shrewd 
analysis,” I complimented him 
when he had finished, “and just 
to show you that you made a cor- 
rect diagnosis: I’m going to give 
you a check for ten dollars for 
your work.” 

“Oh, thank you so much, doc- 
tor!” the young man exclaimed, 
y = ae 

Just then a male patient of 
Mexican ancestry approached the 
door of my office, and I was 
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amazed to see the young priest 
reach hastily over and close the 
door before the patient could 
catch a glimpse of him. 

“I mustn’t be seen in here by 
any of these Mexicans,” he ex- 
plained in response to the inquir- 
ing look he must have observed 
on my face. “Any one of them 
might be a member of my parish, 
and it wouldn’t do to have him 
going around saying that I was 
in here having a cozy chat with 
a Protestant, even if that Protes- 
tant is a doctor!” 

“Well, you can relax,” I said, 
my curiosity now thoroughly 
aroused. “But tell me, why is 
your church so strict about asso- 
ciation with other faiths, particu- 
larly Protestants?” 

He went on to explain that his 
immediate superiors held the 
opinion that any business deal- 
ings with militant opponents of 
other beliefs should be as few 
and as brief as possible, on the 
theory that continued association 
might well weaken and impair 
their own faith. 


HIS WAS A REALLY startlingly 

new concept to me, and I de- 
termined to learn more if I could. 
In the course of our subsequent 
discussion I found the priest to 
be surprisingly frank and open 
in his answers to my questions. 

I asked him if he had ever read 
the CONVERTED CATHOLIC maga- 
zine, and he replied that he had 
not only never read it but that he 
had never even heard of it before. 

“The name intrigues me,” he 
remarked. “Who are its publish- 
ers and what is the nature of its 
material?” 

“Well,” I replied, “it is written 
and published largely by men 
who have formerly been in the 
religious orders of the Roman 
Catholic Church but have since 
foresworn its doctrines and made 
a clean break to Protestantism. 
However,” I added, “I don’t con- 
sider it a ‘muck-raking’ magazine 
in any sense of the word. Its 
authors are simply men who have 
had a difference with the Catho- 
lic Church because they could not 
conscientiously accept its dogma, 
and have finally taken the Bible 
as the sole basis of their faith.” 

“Well, to be perfectly frank 
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with you,” came the startling re- 
joinder, “I myself don’t believe a 
lot of my church’s dogma either. 
I also know for a positive fact 
that a majority of those I get 
really acquainted with among my 
fellow priests have similar senti- 
ments concerning Catholic doc- 
trine. Many of them see that a 
lot of Catholic beliefs and tradi- 
tions are directly contrary to the 
teachings of the Bible and thus 
totally unacceptable to rationally 
thinking men.” 

It took me a moment or two to 
recover from my amazement be- 
fore I could say anything. 

“If that’s the case,” I said final- 
ly, “why do you and the others 
you have mentioned continue to 
stay in the church? Why don’t 
you make a break like these oth- 
ers I have mentioned?” 

The young priest smiled a little 
sadly as he replied: 

“There are a variety of reasons 
why we don’t.” He continued 


quietly, “The chief one I would 
say is because of our family ties. 
Many a young boy is literally 
pushed into the priesthood be- 
cause his father and mother and 
other family members have had 


inculcated in them from childhood 
the fact that the highest career 
any man can have is the priest- 
hood and the loftiest status any 
girl may attain is the sisterhood 
of the convent. 

“But the truth is, doctor,” he 
continued, his face suddenly be- 
coming serious and somehow pa- 
thetic, “many, many priests are 
deserting our ranks almost daily, 
just as soon as they are freed 
from the bonds imposed upon 
them by their parents and family. 
As the old folks drop out of the 
picture by death, many of the 
boys no longer hesitate to make 
the break. Many others would 
like to sever their connections 
with the church but lack the 
courage to do so or haven’t the 
financial backing to support them- 
selves outside the church, or per- 
haps have just sunk into such a 
state of apathy as to make any 
clear-cut decision extremely diffi- 
cult.” 


WOULD HAVE LIKED to continue 
this interesting discussion al- 
most indefinitely, but just at that 


moment my nurse tapped on the 
door and notified me that another 
patient was waiting to see me. 


“T certainly hope that you will 
drop by again,” I said as the 
young priest rose and grasped my 
hand in a firm clasp. “And here’s 
that ten dollars I promised you. 
The very best of luck to you in 
your work.” 

I could detect a mistiness in the 
young man’s eyes as he turned to , 
leave. 

“T’ll never forget you for your 
generosity, doctor,” he said husk- 
ily. “And may God bless you. 
I'll certainly make it a point to 
drop in again soon and learn some 
more about your Protestant the- 
ology.” 

After this fine young man had 
left and I had finished with the 
patient who had interrupted our 
talk, I sat for a few moments 
thinking sadly about the hun- 
dreds, yes, thousands or even ten 
thousands of men like him caught 
in a web of circumstance and 
seeking avidly for a mearis of es- 
cape from their predicament. 

Isn’t there some way these 
struggling men can be given a 
helping hand to get out from un- 
der the yoke of bondage and to 
teach them the wonderful story 
of Jesus’ love for mankind and 
the essential simplicity of salva- 
tion offered to sinners? 

Then as I pursued this line of 
thought it came to me that there 
is a way, but the big obstacles 
are, first, the insufficiency of fi- 
nancial backing to carry on an 
increasingly fruitful campaign of 
soul-winning, and second, the ex- 
istence of a terrible and inexpli- 
cable state of apathy on the part 
of Protestants generally to such 
a movement. 

But I am convinced that a mili- 
tant volunteer army could be re- 
cruited to reach this unfortunate 
group and be trained in the most 
effective way to touch their 
hearts and bring them to the Lord 
in the simple, direct way He 
wants them to come to Him. 
Thank God for the few who are 
dedicated to this difficult but re- 
warding work, for He has many 
sheep in this pasture who are not 
yet in His fold but who will some- 
day hear His voice and follow 
Him. 





LIVING 


STONES 


BY ANDREW STENHOUSE 


The Roman Catholic Church claims Peter as the original Bishop 
of Rome, the first pope, by virtue of the words spoken to him by 
Christ: "And | say unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this 


rock | will build my church . 


.. (Matt. 16:18) 


But Peter pointed to Christ as the "Bishop of . . . souls" and 
said that He was the “living stone . . . chosen of God,” the "chief 
corner stone," and that according to Isaiah's prophecy "he that 
believeth on Him shall not be confounded." (1 Peter 2:4, 6) 


“Peter, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to the strangers scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cap- 
padocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect 
according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, through sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit, unto obedi- 
ence and sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, 
and peace, be multiplied.” (I Pe- 
ter 1:1, 2) 


Peter does not write an ency- 
clical letter addressed to all bish- 
ops or all Christians everywhere, 
as he would have done had he un- 
derstood that he was appointed 
to be supreme head of the church. 
He writes to believers of the Jew- 
ish dispersion in five provinces, 
and this is in accord with the 
apostolic arrangement whereby 
Peter gave himself to the evange- 
lization of the Jews, while Paul 
went to the Gentiles. (See Gal. 
2:7-9) Peter evidently labored in 
these provinces and founded 
churches there before going east 
to Babylon. 

* 


“Being born again, not of cor- 
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ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever.” (I Peter 
1:23) 

Peter did not believe that peo- 
ple were regenerated or made 
children of God by the adminis- 
tration of the rite of baptism, 
but by “the incorruptible seed of 
the word of God,” the word which 
by the gospel was preached unto 
them. (v. 5) 

* 

“If so be ye have tasted that 
the Lord is gracious. To whom 
coming, as unto a living stone, 
disallowed indeed of men, but 
chosen of God, and precious, ye 
also, as lively stones, are built up 
a spiritual house, an holy priest- 
hood, to offer up spiritual sacri- 
fices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ.” (I Peter 2:3-5) 

Peter did not believe that he 
himself was the rock foundation 
or chief cornerstone in the spiri- 
tual edifice called the church. He 
gives that place to Christ alone, 
calling Him the living stone and 
declaring that believers, by their 
coming to Him and tasting of His 
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goodness, are constituted living © 
stones. 

Peter’s conception of the 
church was not that of a vast re- 
ligio-political organization, but 
rather a spiritual edifice, com- 
posed of “living stones,” that is, 
true believers who have had a 
vital contact with Christ by faith. 

e 

“Ye also, as lively stones, are 
built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ. 

“But ye are a chosen genera- 
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of 
Him who hath called you out of 
darkness into His marvellous 
light.” (I Peter 2:5, 9) 

Peter knew nothing of a 
“Christian priesthood,” other 
than that which includes all true 
believers; nor did he know of any 
sacrifices other than the spiritual 
sacrifices which all believers may 
offer. 


e 
“Submit yourselves to every or- 
dinance of man for the Lord’s 
sake: whether it be to the king, 


as supreme; or unto governors, 
as unto them that are sent by 
him for the punishment of evil- 
doers, and for the praise of them 
that do well. 

“For so is the will of God, that 
with well doing ye may put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish 
men: as free, and not using your 
liberty for a cloke of malicious- 
ness, but as the servants of God. 

“Honor all men. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor 
the king. 

“For this is thankworthy, if a 
man for conscience toward God 
endure grief, suffering wrong- 
fully. For what glory is it, if, 
when ye be buffeted for your 
faults, ye shall take it patiently? 
but if, when ye do well, and suf- 
fer for it, ye take it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God. 

“For even hereunto were ye 
called: because Christ also suf- 
fered for us, leaving us an exam- 
ple, that ye should follow His 
steps.” (I Peter 2:13-17, 19-21) 

Peter did not believe in himself 
or one of his successors as being 
supreme or pre-eminent, above 
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the jurisdiction of kings and gov- 
ernors. Rather, he exhorts be- 
lievers to be subject to the civil 
powers and to accept persecution 
patiently, as Christ did. 


“For ye were as sheep going 
astray; but are now returned un- 
to the Shepherd and Bishop of 
your souls.” (I Peter 2:25) 

Peter knew nothing of a uni- 
versal Shepherd and Bishop, 
other than Christ Himself. (See 
also I Peter 5:4) 


“The like figure whereunto 
even baptism doth also now save 
us (not the putting away of the 
filth of the flesh, but the answer 
of a good conscience toward God,) 
by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.” (1 Peter 3:21) 

Peter teaches the true doctrine 
of baptism, as does Paul else- 
where. It is the demand or re- 
quirement of a good conscience 
toward God, which good con- 
science we have on believing the 
gospel. 

e 

“As every man hath received 
the gift, even so minister the 
same one to another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace 
of God. 

“If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God; 
if any man minister, let him 
do it as of the ability which God 
giveth: that God in all things may 
be glorified through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be praise and dominion 
for ever and ever.” (I Peter 4:10, 
11) 

Peter knew nothing of a cleri- 
eal order such as that which ex- 
ists in the “catholic” system. He 
calls upon all men who have re- 
ceived a spiritual gift to admin- 
ister the same, as good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God. 
“The ability which God giveth,” 
not a priestly anointing, is what 
capacitates any man for God’s 
service. 

% 

“The elders which are among 
you I exhort, who am also an 
elder, and a witness of the suffer- 
ings of Christ, and also a par- 
taker of the glory that shall be 
revealed: feed the flock of God 
which is among you, taking the 
oversight thereof, not by con- 
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straint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
neither as being lords over God’s 
heritage, but being ensamples to 
the flock. 

“And when the chief Shepherd 
shall appear, ye shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not 
away.” (I Peter 5:1-4) 

Peter knew nothing of a hier- 
archical system of church govern- 
ment. He addresses himself to 
the elders among (not over) the 
Christians, and is content to call 
himself an elder likewise. Their 
business, like his, was to feed the 
flock of God and care for it, volun- 
tarily (not professionally), and 
never to exercise lordship over 
Christ’s heritage, as though it be- 
longed to them. In doing so, they 
were responsible only to the Chief 
Shepherd, Christ Himself, who 
would duly reward them. The 
simplicity of all this accords per- 
fectly with the genius of Chris- 
tianity. 

° 

“The church that is at Babylon, 
elected together with you, sa- 
luteth you; and so doth Marcus 
my son.” (I Peter 5:18) 

Peter writes his first epistle 
from Babylon and sends greetings 
from the church there, not expect- 
ing to return by way of Pontus, 
Galatia, etc. His labors in the 
provinces named, subsequent to 
the Council of Jerusalem (A.D. 
50-51), and his later residence in 
Babylon, together with the com- 
plete silence of Scripture regard- 
ing any movement westward, par- 
ticularly in the record of Luke 
from Acts 15 onward, preclude 
all possibility of a residence in 
Rome. The large Jewish colony 
in Mesopotamia (see Acts 2:9, 
amply confirmed by Josephus) 
was reason enough for his going 


eastward. - 


“Wherefore I will not be neg- 
ligent to put you always in re- 
membrance of these things, 
though ye know them, and be 
established in the present truth. 
Yea, I think it meet, as long as 
I am in this tabernacle, to stir 
you up by putting you in remem- 
brance; knowing that shortly I 
must put off this my tabernacle, 
even as our Lord Jesus Christ 
hath showed me. 

(Continued on page 27) 
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EYES OF THE WORLD 


Reward for Good Behavior 


A Golden Rose, blessed by Pope 
Pius XII, was presented to the Grand 
Duchess Charlotte of Luxembourg in 
St. Mary’s Cathedral in that city. 
This traditional present of the Holy 
See is granted to Catholic rulers con- 
spicuous for their devotion and loy- 
alty to the Pope. At the time of the 
Reformation, a Golden Rose was sent 
to Duke Frederick of Saxony by Pope 
Leo X in the attempt to bribe the 
Duke to hand Luther over to the 
Pope’s tribunal. 


Hi-Fi-nance 


John A. Schaible of the Knights of 
Columbus contributed an interesting 
article to the official magazine of his 
fraternity. The writer, dealing with 
the huge real estate holdings of the 
organization, says that if the New 
York Yankees ever fell upon such 
evil days that they could not pay the 
annual rent of $182,500 for the land 
underneath the stadium, they could 
expect the Knights of Columbus, who 
own the land, to move into the ticket 
office and collect until the deficiency 
was made up. 

Among the major holdings of the 
Knights are listed Schrafft’s Res- 
taurant on Fifth Avenue, Bridgeport 
Brass Co., Goldblatt Bros. Depart- 
ment Store in Chicago, a Crucible 
Steel Co. plant, and $350 million in 
mortgage loans to Catholic churches 
and institutions. One wonders if any 
of these millions are ever used to help 
Catholics in need—or are the Knights 
just a loan company ? 
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Cardinals in the White House 


Last November, during the annual 
convocation of the Catholic Bishops 
of the United States in Washington, 
D.C., President Eisenhower invited 
the four American Cardinals to the 
White House for a “social talk.” Only 
three were able to attend: Edward 
Cardinal Mooney, Archbishop of De- 
troit; Francis Cardinal Spellman, 
Archbishop of New York; and James 
Francis Cardinal McIntyre, Arch- 
bishop of Los Angeles. The social 
visit evidently included a discussion 
of foreign policy. On being asked his 
view of Eisenhower’s handling of the 
recent international crises, Cardinal 
Mooney opined that the President 
“has taken a very good stand.” 

Again the Roman Catholic Church 
shows where its interests lie. 


Blessed Are the Saint-makers 


Last October Innocent XI, seven- 
teenth century pope, was proclaimed 
“Blessed” with ali the pomp and 
grandeur that St. Peter’s in Rome 
could afford. This official proclama- 
tion of blessedness is the last step 
before canonization, on which occa- 
sion a new “saint” is added to the 
Roman Catholic pantheon. 

Blessed Innocent XI, as he must 
now be called, was born of the infiu- 
ential and very wealthy family of 
Odescalchi in 1611. He was a success- 
ful banker until he entered the 
priesthood at the age of thirty. His 
rapid rise in the Catholic Church was 
a foregone conclusion due to the 
great prestige of his family. 
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Roman Catholics attending reli- 
gious services at the New York Polo 
Grounds last October 14 on the occa- 
sion of the Pope’s eightieth birthday 
celebration were well protected. The 
Pope had personally blessed and sent 
by plane sixty thousand medals for 
distribution by the presiding official, 
Cardinal Spellman. Each of the med- 
als, made especially for the occasion, 
bore a likeness of the Pope. 


The Menace of 
“Menacing Shadows” 


The Board of Education of Ruther- 
ford, New Jersey, canceled permis- 
sion for the Christian Evangelistic 
Association to use the facilities of the 
local high school after they learned 
that Christ’s Mission’s film “Menac- 
ing Shadows” was to be shown and 
that a converted Catholic priest was 
to be the principal speaker. Board 
members agreed that the meeting 
was too controversial to be held in 
the school. The reason for the re- 
fusal, according to William Swartz, 
Secretary of the Board, was based 
on an advertisment of the film in the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 

The meeting was later held in a 
church, which was fitting and proper. 


Catholic Bishop Recommends 
Soap Box 


Street preaching is the “simplest 
and most direct plan” to convey the 
Catholic message to non-Catholics in 
an effort to win members to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, according to 
the Auxiliary Bishop of San Antonio, 
Texas. Speaking before the Tenth 
National Congress of Christian Doc- 
trine in Buffalo, New York, the bish- 
op also suggested that Roman Catho- 
lic pastors send occasional invitations 
to non-Catholic members of their 
community to attend a Catholic serv- 
ice. 


New Landmark 


A forty-foot fibre-glass statue of 
Mary is to be erected at Portage des 
Sioux on the muddy Mississippi, 
some four hundred feet from the 
shore. It is claimed that both Catho- 
lics and Protestants are supporting 
the project. Donations for its erec- 
tion have been solicited as a gesture 
of thanksgiving to Mary for having 
spared the people from the ravages 
of the flood of 1951. 

The statue is to be named “Our 
Lady of the Rivers.” The U.S. Coast 
Guard has already given assurance 
that its site and name will be marked 
on all future official maps. 
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Our Lady: Safety Device 


In a campaign for safe driving 
launched in Greenwich, Connecticut, 
St. Christopher medals and statu- 
ettes of Our Lady of the Highway 
were highlighted as “praiseworthy 
symbols of the need for protection” 
on the part of the driver. 


To the Glory of Mammon 


Legalized gambling in Hudson 
County, New Jersey, brought into 
the coffers of the Roman Church 
nearly a half million dollars to par- 
ticipating church and charitable 
groups during the first nine months 
of 1956. The Catholic churches of 
that county reported that playing 
bingo for the glory of God has paid 
off in a large way. 

The games are conducted under the 
state law legalizing bingo and raffles, 
the profits of which are supposed to 
be used for charitable purposes. 


Vigilance, the Price of Freedom 


Protestant spokesmen in Germany 
are warning against what they term 
Roman Catholic “encroachment upon 
public and church life.” They state 
that the Roman Church is beginning 
to profit from the political situation 
in Germany and is constantly trying 
to place its members in key political 
positions. With Adenauer, an ardent 
Roman Catholic, as Chancellor, it 
achieved an enviable status, obtain- 
ing control in provinces of the Fed- 
eral Republic which are predomi- 
nantly Protestant. 

The primary target of such Roman 
Catholic attacks is the former king- 
dom of Hanover, which has been 
Lutheran for over four hundred 
years. To facilitate its plan, the 
Catholic Church intends to establish 
a network of monasteries and 
churches called “God’s fortresses.” 

The Lutheran World Federation 
has appealed to Evangelical leaders 
to acquaint themselves better with 
the methods used by Rome and to 
protest the aggressive proselyting of 
the Roman Church. 

In a recent message on the occasion 
of the four hundredth anniversary of 
the religious peace of Augsburg, the 
Pope said that “the rupture of the 
religious union of Germany” caused 
by this peace “brought about the 
most disastrous event for the West- 
ern world.” The Pope further stated 
that “in the long run only a culture 
based on Catholicism may be capable 
to resist the non-Christian powers.” 

Has the Pope, who as Dr. Pacelli 
was nuncio to Nazi Germany, forgot- 
ten so soon that it was not Catholic 
Fascism nor the Roman Catholic 
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countries of Spain, France, Italy, or 
Austria that stopped Nazi totalitar- 
ianism, but the Protestant countries 
of England, the United States, and 
Scandinavia? 


New Wine in Cobwebby Bottles 


Monsignor Knox, one of the most 
popular Roman Catholic priests in 
England, who recently translated the 
Bible into very modern English, has 
explained his venture in a book en- 
titled On Englishing the Bible. 
Speaking of the Roman Catholic at- 
titude in general, the learned Mon- 
signor says: 

“In my experience the laity’s atti- 
tude toward the Bible is one of blank 
indifference, varied now and then by 
one of puzzled hostility. The clergy, 
no doubt, search the Scriptures more 
eagerly. And yet, when I used to go 
round preaching a good deal, and 
would ask the parish priest for a 
Bible to verify my text from, there 
was generally an ominous pause of 
twenty minutes or so before he re- 
turned, banging the leaves of the 
sacred volume and visibly blowing on 
the top. The new wine of the Gospel, 
you felt, was kept in strangely cob- 
webby bottles.” 


Pope Deplores Ghetto Mentality 
of Catholics 


Denouncing the parochial mental- 
ity of Catholics as “too often out of 
keeping with the rules set forth by 
genuine Christian faith,” Pius XII 
affirmed that “nothing is more for- 
eign to the true disciple of Christ 
than the concept of caste, isolation 
and withdrawal into oneself.” The 
Pope made this statement while ad- 
dressing members of the Italian 
Christian Renaissance Society, whom 
he warned “not to be surprised” at 
the resistance they will encounter in 
their midst, because this “has too 
many roots in a nature weakened by 
sin.” 


Operation Doorbell 


As part of a Roman Catholic “Cru- 
sade for Souls,” “Operation Door- 
bell” was organized in Blackduck, 
Minnesota. During the nine months 
of the survey, every non-Catholic 
home was visited in the one-thou- 
sand-square-mile area. 

The two Roman Catholic priests 
who conducted the survey claim that 
sixty-eight percent of those contacted 
were interested in learning some- 
thing about the Catholic Church. 
Each family was asked three ques- 
tions: 1) name, 2) religious affilia- 
tion, and 3) whether the occupants 





would be interested in learning about 
the Catholic Church. To those who 
answered in the affirmative pam- 
phlets were mailed and an invitation 
was given to enroll in the Knights of 
Columbus’ correspondence course. 
Local parish priests extended a warm 
welcome to attend weekly inquiry 
classes conducted as part of the cam- 
paign. 

Although the final outcome of the 
survey is not known, the priests who 
conducted it feel that getting more 
than five hundred non-Catholic fami- 
lies to read Catholic literature was 
well worth their efforts. 


World's Fifth Man: the Catholic 


The Roman Catholic population of 
the world totals 484,077,000, equal to 
18% of the global total population of 
2,644,611,000. This figure is given 
for 1956 by the World Mission Map 
of the Catholic Students’ Mission 
Crusade. While the total population 
of the world is increasing at the an- 
nual rate of 1.4%, the annual Catho- 
lic increase, according to this report, 
is 1.5%. 

Andorra, a minuscule republic in 
the Pyrenees, claims a 100% Catho- 
lic population, with all its 5,564 in- 
habitants being Catholic. Second in 
line are the French islands of St. 
Pierre and Miquelon in the Antilles 
with a population 99.9% Catholic. 
Among the larger countries are Spain 
and Italy with 99.7% and 99.5% re- 
spectively. The following countries, 
according to the map, are at least 
95% Catholic: El Salvador, Liechten- 
stein, Dominican Republic, Honduras, 
Marquezas Islands in Oceania, Cape 
Verde Islands in West Africa, Re- 
union Island off Africa, Colombia, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, Malta, and 
Costa Rica. Remarkably enough, the 
percentage of Catholics in Scotland 
is twice as high as in England: 
14.1% and 7% respectively. 

In numbers rather than percent, 
Brazil stands first with 53,149,500 
Catholics, followed by Italy with 
47,426,600, and France with 35,000,- 
000. The United States is next with 
33,000,000. While Catholics in Russia 
represent only 5% of the total popu- 
lation, there are six countries— 
Greenland, Afghanistan, Bhutan, 
Maldive Islands, Mongolian People’s 
Republic, and Tibet—which are with- 
out any noticeable number of Catho- 
lies. 

In considering Roman Catholic 
statistics, one should be aware of the 
fact that infants and children are in- 
cluded and that the numbers repre- 
sent registered but not necessarily 
practicing Catholics. 
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priest... 


The man... a Roman Catholic 
stood before the door 


of a Protestant seminary, waiting 
watching, trembling . . . From the 
pen of Verne D. Roberts, devoted 
missionary to South America and 
Director Emeritus of the Bolivian 
Indian Mission, comes this brief 
testimony of another soul lighted 


by the marvelous gospel of Christ. 


OSE M. RICO was a most unlike- 

ly candidate for eternal life. 
Educated in the most famous Ro- 
man Catholic institutions of 
learning and theology in Rome 
and France, he was prepared to 
be a most staunch defender of 
their faith, He was born in 
Spain, and after his ordination 
as a Roman Catholic priest he 
occupied important posts in 
Spain, Chile, and Bolivia. Pos- 
sessed of a keen intellect as well 
as a trained mind and a natural 
aggressiveness that takes men 
far, and that rapidly, he soon 
won the respect and confidence of 
his superiors. 

Jose Rico had everything that 
this world has to offer . . . Only 
the Holy Spirit of the living God 
could have placed discontent in 
his heart. 
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Don Jose was invited to Bolivia 
about five years ago, and among 
other places of responsibility he 
was appointed by his bishop to 
organize and direct the Catholic 
Youth of Bolivia in a militant 
movement to advance Roman 
Catholicism and combat Protes- 
tantism. He visited and spoke in 
all the colleges of Bolivia and be- 
cause of his ability soon had a 
group of over seven thousand en- 
thusiastic, well organized, well 
instructed, loyal youth enlisted in 
his crusade. 

He had profited in the Roman 
Catholic religion above many of 
his equals in his own circles, be- 
ing more exceedingly zealous of 
the “traditions.” But God dis- 
quieted his heart. He began to 
read the Scriptures, and the more 
he read the more the Holy Spirit 


by Verne D. Roberts 


spoke to his heart. He saw that 
far from being a priest of God, 
in reality he knew little or noth- 
ing about the truth of God. 
Finally he became so disturbed 
that he unburdened himself to a 
sympathetic priest (who has 
since received the Lord Jesus and 
left the priesthood). He was ad- 
vised to see Mr. Samuel I. Smith 
of the Bible Seminary in La Paz. 


BEFORE THE DOOR 


Strong and courageous man 
that he was, he found himself 
weak and trembling as he rang 
the bell at the Seminary. He 
waited interminably —or so it 
seemed. Would they never an- 
swer the door? The suspense 
mounted. The devil told him that 
if he entered the Seminary build- 
ing he would surely go to hell. 
His pulse quickened. Yet the 
darkness that shrouded his soul 
was so oppressive that he deter- 
mined to risk it. 

At last someone came to the 
door. He was immediately im- 
pressed by the friendliness with 
which he was received, by the 
quiet confidence that seemed to 
reign, and presently by the in- 
timate knowledge of the Bible 
that the young missionary had. 
They talked of many aspects of 
the Gospels and examined from 
the Bible the way of salvation 
through simple faith in what the 
Lord Jesus had done for him on 
Calvary’s cross. It was not long 
before he realized that he had to 
trust the Lord Jesus as his own 
personal Saviour. 
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When he was ready to leave, 
the young missionary suggested 
that they have prayer. This was 
another new experience to him. 
Never in his seventeen years as 
a priest had he known of a priest 
opening the Bible to a perplexed 
soul. Never had a priest said, 
“Let us pray.” 

He watched to see that the mis- 
sionary was not reading his pray- 
er. Or perhaps he had learned it 
by heart. But no, it was such an 
intimate, personal prayer that it 
began to dawn upon him that this 
man was really talking with God 
about him. He was astounded and 
thrilled. 













































































MOST WONDERFUL THING 


As he left the house he looked 
out onto a new and different 
world. Everything seemed to be 
changed. Nature itself was more 
beautiful and more appealing, 
but more astounding was the fact 
that the darkness of his soul had 
been dispelled. The peace of God 
pervaded his soul, and he was 
supremely happy. 

Later when he returned to his 
home in Oruro, he burst into the 
house and exclaimed to his neph- 
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nan § ew, “The most wonderful thing 

self § has happened to me! I have really 

> prayed. For the first time in my 
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life I have really prayed to God!” 












>» it He began reading his Bible 
an- § with a new understanding. Soon 
ense § he knew that he could no longer 
that § continue in the Roman Catholic 
uild- § Church. To leave the church and 
hell. § the priesthood would mean break- 
the § ing with lifelong ties and friend- 
a ships and stepping out into the 
eter- 





unknown. It would mean the giv- 
ing up of all his positions of hon- 





the § or and responsibility and being 

im- § misunderstood, criticized and even 
with § hated. It would mean the end of 

the § a sure means of livelihood. 
d to After counting the cost, he de- 
e IN- § cided unhesitatingly that as a 
Bible § born-again man he had only one 
a way open before him, and that 
ts 0 





was to leave the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

As soon as it was known that 
he had left Roman Catholicism 
there was a great stir. His for- 
mer bishop sought to dissuade 
him. The members of the execu- 
tive committee of his Catholic 
Youth organization wept on his 
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shoulder and begged him to re- 
consider his step. A high digni- 
tary from Chile and at the same 
time an intimate friend made a 
special trip up to Bolivia to try 
to get him back into their fold. 
All were shocked and impressed 
by the great spiritual change 
that had come over their former 
leader and confidant. 


ZEALOUS WITNESS 


To those who would listen he 
explained the Gospel and told 
what the Lord Jesus had done for 
him. A few of his former young 
friends have been saved through 
this personal ministry, and it 
would seem that as time goes on 
he will have increasing oppor- 
tunities to receive visitors with 
spiritual problems and to bring 
them to a decision for Christ. 

The writer was invited to meet 
and counsel with him before he 
actually left the church. Through 
a combination of circumstances 
it was arranged that he should 
begin his period of evangelical in- 
struction first with Sefior Arturo 
Arana and then at our headquar- 
ters in Cochabamba. 

From the very first Don Jose 
has made remarkable spiritual 
progress. He has a trained mind 
and a keen intellect and grasps 
and appropriates the teaching of 
the Word eagerly. His testimony 
is thrilling, as is also his exposi- 
tion of the Gospel. Friend and 
foe alike flock to hear him as he 
witnesses to what the Lord Jesus 
has done for him. An energetic 
and aggressive man, he is anxious 
to keep busy with meetings. He 
has written a book in Spanish 
giving his testimony and an ex- 
position of some of the problems 
that Catholics have to face. 

His days of training have in a 
way just begun, but we trust that 
through the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the prayers of 
those who read these lines he will 
have an increasingly wide and 
fruitful ministry for His Lord. 
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BEAUTY FOR ASHES 





by RICARDO PROAFIO FLORES, for seventeen years a Roman Catholic priest 


“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind 
up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening 
of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 

“To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting 
of the Lord, that He might be glorified.” (Isa. 61:1-3) 


T WAS as a bird born for the heights—my soul 
in the dawn of life artlessly loving Jesus, notwith- 
standing my very imperfect knowledge of Him; for 
in the school of the Roman Church, who He is had 
not been made known to me, nor how the Gospel 
presents Him in the admirable perfection of His Per- 
son, with the subjugating attractiveness of His Word 
and of His life. 

When I served in the Roman Church as simply 
one of “the faithful,” and then as a priest, my soul 
never had the certainty of the truth, never had the 
assurance of salvation: a life of uncertainty, of dis- 
quietude, and of bitterness was my lot in that epoch. 
In the school of the Roman Church, above Christ 
and His Gospel, as above all the Bible, are the de- 
cisions of popes and councils: all human, nothing 
divine; all erroneous, nothing true; all uncertain, 
nothing sure; all veiled, nothing clear. How to know 
the truth, when the Roman Church, with her popes 
and bishops, with her councils and synods are placed 
before God, interpreting the Bible according to their 
own whims and fancies? How to have firmness in the 
faith, if the Roman Church obstinately persists in 
deciding, at its own account and risk, about Christ 
and His Gospel? 

How to believe in the confessional of the Roman 
Church, when nothing is said of this in the Bible? 
How to believe in the Roman Church, if the story 
of her popes and bishops, of her nuncios and canons, 
of her priests and nuns, is a history of repugnant 
wickedness, of vices, and unheard-of license? Does 
not all society in each town, village, and city know 
this, in Europe as well as in America? How to find 
the balsam of virtue in the festering immorality of 
papal and episcopal palaces, of convents, and of the 
priesthood? How to find the light among the shadows 
of such evils and abominations? How to find Christ 
in these dark mansions of sin and hypocrisy? 

Having all this before me, I felt disdain for the 
Roman Church, and tried to go out quickly from the 
impure and idolatrous Babylon. As a ship among 
combative waves, I sought with anxiety the immortal 
lighthouse of divine light, the Bible. 

The Bible, in its brilliant, inspired pages, illumi- 





nated my mind and captivated my heart. I sought the 
truth with sincerity and the truth shone into my soul. 
I opened the sacred Book, and I knew the Divine Re- 
deemer, in all the sublimity of His teachings, and in 
all His goodness to sinners. I opened the sacred 
Book, and I heard the call of the Lord. I opened the 
sacred Book, and I knew the Gospel, the golden cas- 
ket of heavenly truths, supreme solution for all the 
desires of the human heart and for all the social 
problems of the world. I opened the sacred Book, 
and I felt happy—happy with the happiness and joy 
of the believer. 

I sought God, and He came to me. I sought the 
Truth, and the Truth was manifested to my soul. I 
sought Christ, and Christ came to me with the gifts 
of His redemption and with the brightness of His 
Gospel. I sought faith, and the blessed Christian 
faith, the faith of Christ and the Gospel, shone for 
ever for me. How should I not find Christ, since 
Christ was already in my soul with His pardon and 
His salvation? 

Since the famous radio station broadcasting the 
“Voice of the Andes” was inaugurated in Ecuador, 
in the city of Quito, I was an assiduous listener to all 
their programs; and their conferences were true mes- 
sages from heaven to my soul. The radio diffusing 
the “Voice of the Andes” put me in direct contact 
with the Word of God, the Bible, and my soul sur- 
rendered easily at the feet of the divine Master, Jesus 
Christ: Him I recognized and received as my only 
personal Saviour, imploring at the same time the par- 
don of my sins. Then I felt true peace and joy; the 
peace and joy of heaven; the peace and joy of Christ. 

Converted to the Christian faith, and repenting 
of my past sins, I gave public testimony of my evan- 
gelical faith for the first time in the Gospel Hall of 
Ambato. I put off the clerical cassock and went from 
place to place giving testimony of my evangelical 
faith. 

From the opposite camp they rose up to insult me, 
but my open letter they have not been able to answer. 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1) 
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question ? mark 


by Angelo Lo Vallo 


Question: What steps does the 
Roman Church take against a Ro- 
man Catholic who leaves the 
Church? 

Answer: If a Roman Catholic is 
excommunicated by name by the 
Pope, both an excommunication 
and an anathema are promulgated 
in a solemn ceremony. The Catho- 
lic Encyclopedia has this to say 
about the ceremony, excommuni- 
cation, and anathema: 

“In passing this sentence, the 
pontiff is vested in amice, stole, 
and a violet cope, wearing his 
mitre, and assisted by twelve 
priests clad in their surplices and 
holding lighted candles. He takes 
his seat in front of the altar or in 
some other suitable place, and 
pronounces the formula of ana- 
thema which ends with these 
words: 

“‘Wherefore in the name of 
God the All- powerful, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, of the 
Blessed Peter, Prince of the Apos- 
tles, and of all the Saints, in vir- 
tue of the power which has been 
given us of binding and loosing 
in Heaven and on earth, we de- 
prive N himself and all his 
accomplices and all his abettors of 
the Communion of the Body and 
Blood of Our Lord, we separate 
him from the society of all Chris- 
tians, we exclude him from the 
bosom of Our Holy Mother the 
Church in Heaven and on earth, 
we declare him excommunicated 
and anathematized, and we judge 
him condemned to the eternal fire 
with Satan and his angels and all 
the reprobate, so long as he will 
not burst the fetters of the demon, 
do penance and satisfy the 
Church; we deliver him to Satan 
to mortify his body, that his soul 
may be saved on the day of judg- 
ment.’ Whereupon all the assist- 
ants respond: ‘Fiat, fiat, fiat!’ [‘So 
be it.”] The pontiff and the twelve 
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priests then cast to the ground 
the lighted candles they have been 
carrying, and notice is sent in 
writing to the priests and neigh- 
boring bishops of the name of one 
who has been excommunicated 
and the cause of his excommuni- 
cation, in order that they may 
have no communication with him.” 
(Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 1, p. 
456) 


Question: Can a Roman Catho- 
lic priest absolve his subjects 
from all excommunications ? 


Answer: It depends on whether 
the excommunication is “re- 
served” or “not reserved.” If the 
latter, the priest has the jurisdic- 
tion to absolve his members from 
the excommunication. But in the 
case of the former, he has no pow- 
er to do so until he obtains the 
necessary faculties to absolve 
from the person, i.é., either from 
the Pope or bishop or religious 
superior to whom the excommuni- 
cation is reserved. 


Question: What sins incur ex- 
communication? Which are “re- 
served” and to whom? 


Answer: The following list is 
self-explanatory : 


1. Excommunications reserved 
to the Pope: 


a) Specialissimo Modo (i.e., in a 
very special way) : 

Desecrating the Holy Euchar- 
ist (Can. 2320) 

Striking the Pope (Can. 2343) 

Absolving an accomplice in 
crime (Can. 2367) 

Violating the seal of confes- 
sion (Can. 2369) 

Violating the secret of a papal 
conclave (Constitutio Va- 
cante Sede, Dec. 25, 1904, n. 
51) 

Violating the secret of episco- 


pal promotions (S. C. Con- 
sist., April 25, 1917; Gas- 
parri, Fontes, V, 2096) 

b) Speciali Modo (i.e., in a spe- 
cial way): 

Apostasy, heresy, and schism 
(Can. 2314) 

Suspicion of heresy 
2318) 

Printing, reading, and retain- 
ing prohibited books (Can. 
2315) 

Simulating the Mass or abso- 
lution (Can. 2322) 

Appealing from the Pope to a 
general ceuncil (Can. 2332) 

Impeding the execution of pa- 
pal briefs (Can. 2333) 

Impeding the liberties of the 
Church (Can. 2334) 

Citing highly placed ecclesias- 
tics before a civil court 
(Can. 2341) 

Striking the same (Can. 2343) 
Usurping the rights of the Ro- 
man Church (Can. 2345) 
Forging papal briefs (Can. 

2360) 

Falsely accusing a confessor 

(Can, 2363) 


c) Simpliciter (i.e., simply): 

Trafficking in indulgences 
(Can. 2327) 

Joining the Freemasons or 
other forbidden societies 
(Can. 2335) 

Absolving without faculties 
censures reserved specialis- 
simo modo or speciali modo 
(Can. 2338) 

Unlawfully assisting an ex- 
communicatus vitandus (an 
excommunicate who must 
be shunned) (Can. 2338) 

Citing ecclesiastical superiors 
before a civil court (Can. 
2341) 

Violating a religious enclosure 
(Can. 2346) 

Usurping ecclesiastical goods 
(Can. 2342) 

Dueling (Can. 2351) 


(Can. 





Attempted marriage by those 
in major Orders or solemn 
vows (Can. 2388) 

Simony (Can. 2392) 

Forging episcopal documents 
(Can. 2405) 


2. Excommunications reserved 
to the Ordinary (i.e., to the Bish- 
op or Religious Superior) : 
Marriage before a non-Catholic 
minister (Can. 2319, #1) 
Marrying with an agreement to 
educate the children as non- 
Catholics (Can. 2319, #2) 

Causing children to be baptized 
by non-Catholic ministers 
(Can. 2319, #3) 

Educating children as non-Cath- 
olics (Can. 2319 +4) 

Trafficking in false relics (Can. 
2326) 

Striking clerics or 
(Can. 2343) 

Procuring abortion (Can. 2350) 

Apostasy from religious insti- 
tutes (Can. 2385) 

Marriage by those in simple 
vows (Can. 2388) 


3. Excommunications reserved 
to no one (i.e., every priest has 
faculties to absolve Roman Catho- 
lics from these excommunica- 
tions) : 

Publishing, editing or printing 
texts of Scripture, or notes 
and commentaries thereon, 
without proper permission 
(Can. 2318) 

Forcing, either by command or 
by coercion, the ecclesiastical 
burial of infidels, notorious 
apostates, heretics, schismat- 
ics, Or persons excommuni- 
cated by name or interdicted 
(Canons 2339, 1240 +1) 

Alienating ecclesiastical proper- 
ty knowingly without papal 
permission when the latter is 
required; also accepting such 
property, or agreeing to its 
alienation (Canons 2347, 534, 
#1) 

Forcing in any manner a person 
against his (or her) will to 
enter the clerical or religious 
state, or to take religious vows 
(even temporal) (Can. 2352) 

Neglecting knowingly to de- 
nounce a confessarius sollici- 
tans (“soliciting confessor,” 
i.e., a confessor who, in the 
confessional box, solicits the 
Roman Catholic sinner to co- 
operate in the commission of 


religious 





an immoral] act) to the proper 
authorities within one month; 
penitents can be absolved only 
after they have complied with 
their obligation or seriously 
promise to do so as quickly as 
possible (Can. 2368, #2) 


Question: Jn the interest of jus- 
tice, as in the case of adultery, 
robbery, or murder, can the Ro- 
man Catholic priest disclose what 
a penitent has confessed to him 
in the confessional box? 


Answer: The Roman Catholic 
Church strictly teaches that a 
priest, without the permission of 
the penitent, cannot, under any 
circumstance or pretext, break 
the seal of the secrecy of the con- 
fessional box. In other words, if 
a priest were called in a court of 
law to disclose vital information 
obtained in the confessional box 
from one of his subjects, who is 
on trial, he, not having the ex- 
press consent of his penitent, can 
deny, even with an oath, any and 
all knowledge of the matter in 
question, even though the individ- 
ual had already confessed his 
guilt to the crime at the time of 
the confession. 


Moreover, if a priest were to 
break the seal of the confession, 
without the consent of the peni- 
tent, he would not only commit a 
mortal sin but also incur auto- 
matically an excommunication re- 
served in a most special way to 
the Pope. Once the priest con- 
tracts this type of excommunica- 
tion, he cannot be absolved from 
it until he is on his deathbed 
drawing his last breath. In addi- 
tion, he would be deposed from 
his priestly charge and be forced 
to do canonical penances for the 


rest of his earthly life in an en- 


closed monastery. 


Rev. Peter Dens, S.J., in his 
work of Moral Theology, explains 
with these words the principle 
and the application of it to the 
various cases pertinent to our 
question : 

“The seal of the sacramental 
confession is the obligation of 
concealing those things which are 
learned from sacramental confes- 
sion. The sacramental seal is ob- 
ligatory from positive divine com- 
mand: and from natural right, 
which enjoins, that secrets be pre- 
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served; and from ecclesiastical 
law, which is to this effect: ‘But 
let the priest beware, that he does 
not by any means, betray the sin- 
ner, by word or sign, or by any 
other mode; but if he is in want 
of prudent counsel, let him cau- 
tiously inquire, without any men- 
tion of the person; since we de- 
cree, that he who shall presume 
to reveal a sin detected by him in 
penitent judgment, shall not only 
be deposed from the priestly of- 
fice, but shall also be thrust into 
a closed monastery, to perform 
perpetual penance.’ 


“The violation of the sacramen- 
tal seal is a sin of sacrilege 
against the virtue of religion: 
also a sin of unfaithfulness 
against a neighbor: because a se- 
cret committed to another is ob- 
ligatory from fidelity. This treach- 
ery is a mortal sin, no matter how 
small the affair itself may be. No 
circumstances can justify the dis- 
closure of anything learned at the 
confessional: although the life or 
salvation of a man, or the ruin of 
the state should depend upon it; 
nor can the Pope give any dispen- 
sation in this case; so that this 
secret of the seal, is therefore 
more binding, than the obligation 
of an oath, vow, natural secret, 
etc.; and this from the positive 
will of God. 

“What, therefore, must a con- 
fessor reply, who is asked con- 
cerning the truth, which he has 
learned through the sacramental 
confession alone? 

“He must reply that he does not 
know it, and if it is necessary, he 
must confirm the same with an 
oath. 

“Obj.: In no case is it lawful 
to lie: but this confessor would 
lie, because he knows the truth; 
therefore, etc. 

“Ans.: I deny the minor; be- 
cause such a confessor is inter- 
rogated as a man, and answers as 
aman: but now he does not know 
this truth as a man, although he 
may know it as God, says St. 
Thomas, etc.: and this sense is 
naturally in the answer: for when 
he is questioned or replies out of 
confession, he is considered as a 
man. 

“Obj.: What if it be directly 
asked from the confessor, whether 
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The Roman 
Chameleonic Church 


We must remember that even the 
laws of the Church vary sometimes 
according to time and place. 

Spaniards know nothing about Fri- 
day abstinence, and most continental 
Europeans live under very liberalized 
rules. 

Abstinence (except for Good Fri- 
day and Ash Wednesday) merely 
requires the housewife not to serve 
meat at home. Meat may be eaten in 
restaurants, factory canteens, on 
trips, and even by a family where 
one member has a dispensation. Em- 
ber days are as unknown as the gen- 
eral Lenten fast... 

Don’t be surprised over the ab- 
sence of pews from French churches, 
or by the old lady who collects a tidy 
tip for renting a chair. 

Be not astounded if women do not 
cover their heads in Church. Even in 
Italy this practice is dying out. 

Be even less amazed if the congre- 
gation sings in its native tongue at 
Mass... 

Do not be outraged if, as in Hol- 
land, ushers taking up collections at- 
tack in five waves like Japanese kami- 
kaze squads... 

Rarely does a layman kneel before 
a bishop, and the bishop frequently 
discourages even the kissing of his 
ring. 

Only in Spain will you see humble 
folk kissing a priest’s hand (because 
it touches the Holy Eucharist) or a 
monk’s habit (right on the chest). 
Yet nowhere west of the iron curtain 
is the Church less powerful than in 
Spain. 

- On doors of some Italian 
churches are warnings that women in 
slacks and men in shorts will not be 
admitted; but in the Tyrol nobody 
objects to slacks, ski pants or men’s 
leather shorts. 

Erik van Kuehnelt-Leddihn in 


The Catholic Universe Bulletin, 
Sept. 21, 1956 


Innocence Abroad 


Joseph Cardinal Frings, Arch- 
bishop of Cologne, has recently an- 
swered complaints presented to him 
about the treatment of Protestants 
in Spain . . . by Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin, who is President of the 
Evangelical Church Council. Bishop 
Dibelius asked the Cardinal to use 
his influence in Spain with reference 
to two cases involving Spanish Prot- 
estants. One was the closing of the 
theological seminary in Madrid last 
January; the other was the confisca- 
tion of Protestant Bibles. 

. . . The German Cardinal excul- 
pates the Spanish Church from re- 
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sponsibility in these actions. “We 
have to do here,” he says, “with 
measures taken by the Spanish Gov- 
ernment, measures which are not in 
any way due to the remonstrances of 
the Spanish bishops, or to any re- 
ligious order or to other competent 
authorities.” The seminary was closed 
on the initiative of the State... 

As for the Bibles, Cardinal Frings 
received from the Information De- 
partment of the Church in Spain a 
denial that the permission to print 
Protestant editions could be granted 
only by the Spanish episcopate... 
Censorship, as the Cardinal states in 
his reply, is a purely governmental 
measure, executed without the col- 
laboration of the Church. 

Thus, the Archbishop of Cologne 
lays upon the civil Government of 
Spain full responsibility for the acts 
that have aroused Protestant protests 
in Spain and outside of Spain. He 
points out that he can hardly be ex- 
pected to have any influence upon the 
Spanish Government. 


America, August 11, 1956 


Vatican Wealth, 
Catholic Penury,. 
and State Aid 


Of the $753 million spent in the 
last decade under Hill-Burton [Hos- 
pital Survey and Construction Act] 
$140 million went to church-related 
hospitals and, according at least to 
Southern Baptist statistics, $112 mil- 
lion or 80 per cent of this total went 
to Catholic hospitals. [Last] June 20 
the public affairs committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention recom- 
mended to its executive committee 
that Congress be requested to dis- 
continue all grants to church-related 
medical facilities. 

Does a hospital which admits pa- 
tients irrespective of religion cease to 
be a public institution merely because 
it is staffed by religious? . . . What 
the few opponents of aid to church- 
related hospitals overlook is the fact 
that too rigorous a view of U. S. sepa- 
ration of Church and State tends to 
result in a limitation of the religious 
liberty of American citizens. If a 


group of brothers or nuns were dis- 
qualified from receiving aid for the 
hospital they operate simply because 
they are religious, while another 
group of doctors or nurses not pub- 
licly committed to any religion re- 
ceive Federal funds for their hospital 
facilities, would this not approach 
actual discrimination against those 
who openly profess adherence to a 
creed? 

The First Amendment is a shield 
against oppression by any one sect, 
but it is also a sword against any- 
thing which puts disabilities on be- 
lievers. To classify all church-related 
hospitals as sectarian institutions in- 
eligible for public assistance is dan- 
gerously close to making the per- 
sonnel of such institutions suffer 
penury for their profession of faith. 
The First Amendment was enacted 
precisely to prevent such an unfortu- 
nate result. 


America, August 11, 1956 


Cardinal Virtue 


The Boston Globe’s Joseph F. Din- 
neen, 57, dean of New England crime 
reporters .. . started on the Globe in 
1922, not with crooks but with a car- 
dinal. The paper hired him as a 
shorthand specialist and put him to 
covering the late William Cardinal 
O’Connell. Dinneen and the cardinal 
got along well enough, after their 
fashion. Once, on a ship during a pil- 
grimage to Rome, Cardinal O’Connell 
noticed a young lady applying lip- 
stick, upbraided her severely. That 
evening, while the cardinal relaxed 
over a glass of port and a cigar, Din- 
neen asked him why he had been so 
rough on the girl. “The Holy Virgin 
Mary didn’t use lipstick,” said the 
cardinal. Retorted Dinneen: “And 
Jesus Christ didn’t smoke cigars.” 


Time, January 30, 1956 





 ciaiidnaeant och han 


set old ie oa ye en i 


CURTAIN 


Roman Catholicism 


A POLITICAL MOVEMENT 


A discussion of the anomalous church-state monster 


that is democracy's enemy and Communism's prototype 


by Luther W. Martin 


T IS OUR PURPOSE in discussing 

this subject, to show the politi- 
cal and temporal aspects of the 
Roman Catholic Church, rather 
than taking issue with her in re- 
gard to spiritual matters. The 
Roman Church is one of the few 
groups among what the world 
terms “Christianity” whose com- 
plexion is made up of both politi- 
cal and spiritual interests. It is 
this peculiar combination of in- 
terests that makes the Roman 
Catholic Church somewhat of a 
“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” or- 
ganization. 


That the Roman Church does 
not confine her activities to pure- 
ly spiritual matters is admitted 
by her own writers; 


“The Church, as a perfect so- 
ciety, sovereign and independent, 
has supreme spiritual authority 
over her members, legislative, 
judicial and executive, by divine 
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law. Her authority is independ- 
ent of the civil authority of the 
State, and is of a higher order. 
Though instituted for a spiritual 
end, the Church has the right to 
use material and temporal means 
to secure that end, and in the use 
of such means as are necessary 
she has exclusive authority.” 


From the foregoing authentic 
Catholic quotations, we note the 
following points: (1) The Catho- 
lic Church claims the “right to 
use material and temporal means” 
to secure her goal of “supreme 
spiritual authority over her mem- 
bers.”” Thus, by her very admis- 
sion, her kingdom becomes “of 
this world” and resorts to politi- 
cal or temporal force and pres- 
sure, in an effort to reach some 
pre-determined “spiritual” goal. 
(2) She asserts that she has “ez- 
clusive authority in the use of 
such means,” either temporal or 
otherwise. 


CATHOLIC VIEW OF 
CHURCH AND STATE 


“The relations of Church and 
state are based on the following 
principles: (a) Each is a perfect 
society, supreme in its own do- 
main, the Church in spiritual 
things, the state in material and 
temporal things. (b) Each is 
juridically independent of the 
other. But because of the nobler 
end of the Church—the glory of 
God and the salvation of souls— 
the state is bound to further that 
end by refraining from all inter- 
ference with the Church’s legiti- 
mate authority and by aiding her 
positively ... (c) The Church 
has the absolute right, independ- 
ently of the state, to those ma- 
terial and temporal things which 
are necessary to her spiritual 
ends, e.g., church buildings, 
funds. (d) The Church is a soci- 
ety of a higher order than the 
state, so that in a conflict of 
rights over mixed matters the 
Church must prevail.”? 

From this quotation the fol- 
lowing is established: (1) the 
state is “bound” to further the 
purpose of the Catholic Church, 
by “aiding her positively.” (2) 
The Church “must prevail” in 
any “conflict” between herself 
and the state over “mixed” mat- 
ters. Obviously, if the Church 
refrained from political, temporal 
and material pursuits, she would 
not “conflict” with the state. 


CATHOLIC VIEW OF 
OTHER RELIGIONS 


“The inalienable right of all 
men to worship God according to 
the teaching of the Catholic 
Church. No state can justifiably 
prevent the exercise of this right; 
and indeed it has a duty to foster 
this true worship, and Christ es- 
tablished one form and content 
of public worship in establishing 
one only Church, to which all are 
commanded to submit. . .’° 

Let us note that: (1) Roman 
Catholicism’s concept of religious 
freedom is the freedom to “accept: 
only the teaching of the Catholic 
Church,” rather than the free 
dom granted by the American 
Constitution of being privileged 
to choose and follow any form of 
worship. (2) The state “has @ 
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duty to foster this ‘true’ wor- 
ship.” Such a “fostering” by the 
state of one religion is completely 
contrary to the Bill of Rights and 
the democratic concept of free- 
dom of worship. 



























CATHOLIC VIEW OF 
THE FOUR FREEDOMS 


“NO UNCONDITIONAL LIB- 
ERTY — From what has been 
said, it follows that it is quite un- 
lawful to demand, to defend, or 
to grant unconditional freedom 
of thought, of speech, or writing, 
ov of worship, as if there were so 
many rights given by nature to 
Te . 

Now, let us read the First 
Amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States: 

“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the 
press, or of the right of the peo- 
ple to peaceably assemble . . .” 

No man can serve two mas- 
ters-— therefore, shall Catholic 
citizenry obey the Pope’s Ency- 
clical or the Constitution of the 
United States of America? 






















































































































LIBERTY TO CHANGE 
THE GOVERNMENT 







“Whenever there exists, or 
there is reason to fear, an unjust 
oppression of the people on the 
one hand, or a deprivation of the 
liberty of the Church on the oth- 
er, it is lawful to seek for such a 
change of government as will 
bring about due liberty of ac- 
tion.” 

In the above statement, two 
reasons are given for lawfully 
seeking to change the govern- 
ment: (1) Unjust oppression of 
the people. (2) Depriving the 
Roman Catholic Church of her 
liberty. Of course, this second 
reason for “lawfully” changing 
the government would depend 
upon Catholicism’s own definition 
as to what constituted the re- 
striction of her liberty. Was, for 
example, the removal of govern- 
ment subsidies from the Roman 
Church in Argentina sufficient 
“deprivation” to justify a “law- 
ful change” of government... 
say, by revolt? 
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In a pamphlet written during 
World War II one Catholic au- 
thor writes: 

“All men of good will must en- 
ter the battle for LASTING 
PEACE. It is the NEW CRU- 
SADE to rescue the spirit of man 
from error, doubt and sin. It is a 
world-wide battle for truth, jus- 
tice and love. 


“There are five stages in this 
battle. We must restore to the 
human person his dignity and 
rights; we must restore matri- 
mony and the family to their God- 
given place in Society; the dig- 
nity and rights of Labor must be 
respected; our JURIDICAL OR- 
DER must be rebuilt; THE COR- 
RECT IDEA of the State must 
be brought back to the modern 
world.’”® 

Are we to conclude that the 
“modern world” is not as correct 
as the world of the Dark Ages? 
Just what does the Roman Catho- 
lic hierarchy think it will re- 
quire to “correct” the government 
of the United States? Is our Gov- 
ernment so incorrect that Cathol- 
icism is in any way deprived of 
her liberties? 

The foregoing author contin- 
ues: 

“The Papal Peace is radical. It 
goes back to roots. The roots of 
Christian [Catholic] Tradition. 
For 400 years men have tried to 
follow other traditions. Their 
failure is written in a welter of 
blood. The Papal Peace aims at 
remaking, rebuilding the world 
on the Christian [Catholic] Tra- 
dition.” 

Now we know what happened 
four hundred years ago that Ro- 
man Catholicism is trying to re- 
make and rebuild. It was in 1517 
that Martin Luther first publicly 
opposed the power of the Roman 
Church. He was excommunicated 
in 1521. Subsequently, the Ger- 
man nation almost entirely left 
the fold of Catholicism. Protes- 
tantism was born! 

However, lest anyone question 
this inference as to what was re- 
ferred to in the preceding quo- 
tation, we let the author explain 
himself: we copy from page 18, 
of “God In Society”: 

“In the past 400 years the 
Christian [Catholic] Tradition 
became the lost horizon. It was 





first dimmed out by Protestant- 
ism. The dimout grew darker and 
darker until Rationalism, Natur- 
alism, Liberalism, unbridled Cap- 
italism turned the dimout into a 
blackout .. .”* 

Now, in addition to Protestant- 
ism, it appears that the Roman 
Catholic Church is also fighting 
what it terms “unbridled Capital- 
ism.” By this expression, are we 
to assume that Capitalism is not 
sufficiently “‘bridled” by the dem- 
ocratic system of government... 
our American free-enterprise sys- 
tem? 

To give added confirmation to 
the above statements, let us go 
again to the Catholic Dictionary: 

“. . . Modern large-scale busi- 
ness could not be developed or 
continued without the system of 
capitalism; but it is the destroyer 
of all small industries and of in- 
dependent individual responsibil- 
ity and control. The capitalist 
system is not in itself unlawful, 
but easily becomes the cause of 
abuses which the Church un- 
equivocally condemns.’ 

From these Roman Catholic 
Church - approved publications, 
we are demonstrating our con- 
tention that the aims of Catholi- 
cism are not concurrent with the’ 
aims of the United States Gov- 
ernment. 


THE DEADLY PARALLEL 


“The theory that the political, 
economic and personal freedom 
proper to man without distinc- 
tion of class or race can only be 
maintained when property in the 
means of production is widely 
distributed. Distributists hold 
that large concentrations of 
wealth or property are bad, and 
they seek to promote the revival 
of ownership of land, workshops, 
etc., by individuals and are gen- 
erally opposed to monopolies and 
amalgamations. They hold that 
the ‘smaller-holder,’ small shop- 
keeper, the peasant and the 
artist-craftsman are the normal 
men and that Capitalism (the 
rule of the money lender) and 
Industrialism (the rule of the 
machine) can be deliberately un- 
dermined and gradually abol- 
ished. Distributism has no reli- 
gious affiliation but its theory is 
claimed to be in special harmony 
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with Catholic teaching as to the 
nature of man and his needs.’’® 

The above definition and de- 
scription of “Distributism” is 
claimed to be “in special harmony 
with Catholic teaching,” which 
includes.the-thought that “Capi- 
talism and Industrialism can be 
deliberately undermined and 
gradually abolished’! Certainly 
the Catholic Church delves into 
the material and temporal realm! 


Is not the goal of Communism 
that of “deliberate undermining 
and abolishment of Capitalism 
and Industrialism”? We assume 
that Communism would not un- 
dermine it as gradually as Ca- 
tholicism is willing to do. Nor do 
we charge the Roman Catholic 
political philosophy with being 
entirely in harmony with Com- 
munism, but the two systems are 
amazingly similar in _ several 
respects. 

A further comparison of Ca- 
tholicism and Communism re- 
veals that: 

(1) Both are un-democratic in 
structure. 

(2) Both oppose the separa- 
tion of church and state. 

(3) Both tend to deify their 
leaders. 


* (4) Both oppose free public 
schools. 

(5) Both suppress freedom of 
thought, speech and worship. 

(6) Followers of either ideol- 
ogy must pay homage to a for- 
eign temporal ruler, i.e., the 
Kremlin in Moscow, or the Vati- 
can at Rome. 

(7) Both use violence in the 
achievement of their goals. 


VATICAN CONCORDATS 
WITH DICTATORS 

Because of her involvements 
with the various dictatorial gov- 
ernments of recent years, the 
Vatican cannot afford to endorse 
Capitalism, Industrialism, or 
even Democracy! 

“Because Americans want the 
democratic form of government, 
that does not prove it the best 
form. Nor does it mean that 
every other people in the world 
must adopt it, in order to secure 
the rights of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. Democracy 
is not the only right form of gov- 
ernment, the only way of peace, 
the only path to freedom. The 
way of peace and freedom is the 
way of justice securing the com- 
mon welfare; the way of good 
will expressed in the co-operation 
of all classes in the State, under 
whatever form of government the 
people of the State may choose.”" 

In comparison with the fore- 
going Roman Catholic: concept of 
government, the following state- 
ment from the pen of a reputable 
historian of the last century is 
revealing: 

“The principles of the Republic 
of the United States can be 
traced, through the intervening 
link of Puritanism, to Calvinism, 
which, with all its theological rig- 
or, has been the chief educator of 
manly characters and prompters 
of constitutional freedom in mod- 
ern times. The inalienable rights 
of an American citizen are noth- 
ing but the Protestant idea of 
the general priesthood of believ- 
ers applied to the civil sphere, or 


HELPLESS IMMIGRANTS IN ISRAEL 


Here is a moving letter of gratitude 
from a Hebrew Christian in Israel: 


“I want to describe our suffering family and express our deep grate- 

fulness,” says this courageous Jewess. “My husband has suffere 

stroke and became aneneren. He is a ae corpse. We have two 
ut pl 


wonderful little chil 
land of Israel. In 
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this time of great sorrow your 
brought tears to the eyes of my —_ d husband. 


were so happy with the wonderfu 
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we are now helpless immigrants in the 
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* that the Lord has not forgotten us.” 


[2 It is such Hebrew Christians, new converts, missionaries, the un- 
employed, the maltreated, the bewildered and the hungry whom we 
must shepherd and sustain. Please send your gift to help our ministry 


$ amongst the poor 
Rev. Jacob Peltz 


bereft, the young in our Children’s Home, the 
aged Hebrew Christians, and the babes in Christ. Please send your gift 
now. Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
5630-C North Campbell Ave. 
Chicago 45, Ill. 
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Canada 
91-C Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Can. 


developed into the corresponding’ 
idea of the general kingship of 
free men.’’” 

As a purely religious institu- 
tion, the Roman Catholic Church 
has the right to teach her doc- 
trines on spiritual matters in the 
United States. However, in view 
of her desire for political, tem- 
poral and material power, we are 
constrained to oppose her opera- 
tions, plans and intentions in this 
nation, just as we oppose the op- 
erations, plans and intentions of 
Communists in this country. 

“No man can serve two mas- 
ters”—either politically or spirit- 
ually! 


*Attwater, A Catholic Dictionary 
(Macmillan Co., 1949), p. 41. Italics 
added. 

*Ibid., p. 97. 

*Ibid., p. 201. 

*Pope Leo XIII, Encyclical on “Hv- 
man Liberty,” p. 26. 

‘Ibid., p. 27. 

*““God in Society,” publ. by the Paul- 
ist Press, p. 32. 

"Ibid., p. 31. 

‘Ibid., p. 18. 

°Catholic Dictionary, p. 73. 

“Ibid., “Distributism,” p. 152. 

“God in Society,” pp. 13, 14. 

"Schaff, Creeds of Christendom, 
Vol. I, p. 219, footnote. 


Question Mark 
(Continued from page 22) 

he knows this through the sacra- 

mental confession? 

“Ans.: In this case he need an- 
swer nothing; so Steyaert with 
Sylvius; but the question is to be 
rejected as impious: or also, he 
might say absolutely, not relative 
ly, to the question: I know noth 
ing: because the word I, restricts 
to human knowledge. 

“Likewise, if a confessor be 
cited in a judicial case, that he 
may give his reason for refusing 
absolution: he must protest that 
in this case, he acknowledges no 
superior, except God. What will 
the confessor reply, who is asked 
whether he has absolved such 4 
one? He will reply that he has 
fulfilled his duty. He might some 
times testify that he has absolved 
him, if from it suspicion would 
not follow, that any other person, 
to whom the relation is made, has 
been dismissed without absolu- 
tion.” (Theologia Moralis, Ad 
Usum Semin., per Peter Dens. 
S. J., Mechlin edit., 1830. Vol. vi, 
No. 159, p. 239) 
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Living Stones 
(Continued from page 15) 

‘Moreover I will endeavor that 
ye may be able after my decease 
to have these things always in 
remembrance. For we have not 
followed cunningly devised fables, 
when we made known unto you 
the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but were eyewit- 
nesses of His majesty. 

“We have also a more sure 
word of prophecy; whereunto ye 
do well that ye take heed, as unto 
a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the 
day star arise in your hearts: 
knowing this first, that no proph- 
ecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation. For the 
prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man: but holy men 
of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.” (II Peter 
1:12-16, 19-21) 

Peter confirms the fact that he 
does not expect to go westward 


again. He expects to be putting 
off his “tabernacle” soon, as the 
Lord had told him. Jesus had told 
him that this would happen when 
he was old (John 21:18), so he 
is already old as he gives these 
final exhortations to his spiritual 
children. 

He does not commend them to 
“the church” or to tradition, but 
to “the more sure word of proph- 
ecy” given by inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost, that is, to Holy Scrip- 
ture. He says not a word about 
“successors” but warns of the 
soon-coming apostasy and the ac- 
tivities of false teachers. (II 
Peter 2:1) 


“Wherefore, beloved, seeing 
that ye look for such things, be 
diligent that ye may be found of 
Him in peace, without spot, and 
blameless. And account that the 
longsuffering of our Lord is sal- 
vation; even as our beloved 
brother Paul also according to 
the wisdom given unto him hath 
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written unto you; as also in all 
his epistles, speaking in them of 
these things; in which are some 
things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned 
and unstable wrest, as they do 
also the other scriptures, unto 
their own destruction.” (II Peter 
3:14-16) 


Peter’ commends to the believ- 
ers the writings of “our beloved 
brother Paul,” along with the 
“other Scriptures,” warning them 
that there would be some who 
would wrest (literally, torture) 
the Scripture, making it say what 
it was never intended to say. He 
had already said (II Peter 1:20, 
21) that no passage of Scripture 
was to be interpreted indepen- 
dently (as an isolated unit) but 
in harmony with all that the other 
writers had said, as moved by the 
Holy Ghost. For him, Holy Scrip- 
ture is the final authority, and 
all believers are exhorted to give 
heed to it. END 


“THE FIRM FOUNDATION TO BUILD FUTURE CITIZENS” 


Get Your Building Helps at CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS BOOK STORE 


FOR THE CRADLE ROLL 
* Baby’s Guide Packet — leaflets to 


parents, birthday cards, etc. $ .75 
* Baby’s Guide Manual 25 
* Greetings Booklet Doz. 2.25 
* Chart — with Bible Children and 

animals around the manger 2.25 
* Folders for enrollment, parents, 

congratulations, etc. D 55 
* Birthday Greetings Doz. .25 
* Mite Box Doz. .60 


FOR THE TEACHER 


* Peloubet’s Select Notes by Wilbur M. 
Smith, 83rd annual volume 

* Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide by Martha 
Tarbell, commentary on International 
Bible Lessons 

* Higley’s Sunday School Lesson Com- 
oh commentary on Interna- 
tional Uniform Lessons 2.25 

* Arnold’s Practical Commentary by 
B. L. Olmstead, 63rd annual volume 
of International Uniform Series 

* Points for Emphasis for 1957 by 
Clifton J. Allen, Spee to supple- 
ment Sunday School material now 
available 

* Gist of the Lesson by R. A. Torrey, 
a handy pocket book every teacher 
will find a mine of informative help- 
fulness 

* The Minister’s Seat 1957, com- 
piled 2 and edited by G. B. F. Hallock 

and M . W. Heicher, ‘cana annual 

edition 3.00 


2.75 


2.50 


2.25 


-75 
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. ae Superintendent’s Guide by Harry 
E. Bartow, suggestions for conduct- 
im school sessions and making 
schoo) a new influence for God in 
the community 75 


FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARY 


* Charting the Course, edited by Mavis 
L. Anderson 1.00 
10 copies, each 


* New Training for Service by C. J. 


Sharp 
10 copies, each 

* Jesus the Teacher by J. M. Price 

* Planning Church School Workers’ 
Conferences 

* The Sunday School Handbook by 
James DeForest Murch 

* The Idea Book for the Sunday School 
by Richard J. Mullin 1 

* Sunday School Officers and Their 
Work by Arthur Flake 

* The True Functions of the Sunday 
School by Arthur Flake 

* How to Conduct a Worker’s Confer- 
ence by Guy P. Leavitt 

* How to Build Sunday Pest Atten- 
dance by Guy P. Leavi 

* 101 Ideas How to Sulla a Better 
Class in the Sunday School by Guy 
P. Leavitt 

* How to Prepare a Sunday School 
Lesson by Orrin Root 

* My Message to Sunday School Work- 
ers by Marian Lawrence 1 

* Make Sunday School Interesting by 
Nell Henderson 

* Keys for the Sunday School Teacher 
by LaVose A. Wallin 
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CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS BOOKSTORE ° 690 Eighth Avenue (between 43rd and 44th Sts.) New York 36, N. Y. 


* Keys for the Sunday School Super- 
intendent and Officers 


* Speaker’s Treasury for Sunda 
School Teachers by Herbert 
Prochnow 


* Methods in Teaching by Harold A. 
Fischer 


* Story Telling by Claudia Royal 


* Together We Praise Him by Flor- 
ence C. Brillhart 


* God Being My Helper by Ralph A. 
Herring 2.00 


* New Training for Service by C. J. 
Sharp 


1.50 
2.00 


-75 
10 for 7.00 
* Adults Learn and Like It by Irene 
Smith Caldwell 75 
* In Spirit and In Truth by W. L. 
Howse 
* Psalm One Hundred for Children ala 
Sarah E. Gearhart 
* The Story of the Hymns and Seine 
by Brown and Butterworth 


1.50 


* Right or Wrong by T. B. Maston 2.00 
¢ Sunday Evenings With Jesus 1.00 


We carry a complete supply of Bibles, 
records, stationery, Bible Games, Song 
books, flannelgraph materials, church 
supplies, gifts, prizes, greeting cards 
and other items, Easy one-stop shop- 
ping for all your Sunday School needs, 


STORE HOURS: 
9-5 Daily 
9-6 Wednesdays 
9-4 Saturdays 
Dept. C 





Martin Luther: Saint and Sinner, 
by Theodore J. Kleinhans (St. 
Louis, Concordia Publishing 


House, 1956: 144 pp., $1.65) 


HEN A MAN becomes the ral- 

lying symbol of ideas and 
passions, his human countenance 
is bound to be considerably al- 
tered by the emotions of his ad- 
mirers and enemies. Martin Lu- 
ther, the dynamo that rocked the 
whole of Christendom with new 
desires and a new vision, could 
not possibly escape this eventual- 
ity. 

Since the nailing of the Ninety- 
five Theses on the door of the 
Castle Church in Wittenberg, the 
Augustinian monk has been al- 
ternately revered as a saint and 
despised as an arch-heretic. Some, 
like the priests who superstitious- 
ly touched Luther’s cassock as his 
wagon lumbered through the 
crowded streets of Worms, evi- 
dently saw in him a saint whose 
bones would in time become a 
cherished possession of some ab- 
bey or church. Others, like Pope 
Leo X in his bull “Exurge Dom- 
ine,” saw in Luther nothing but 
“a wild boar ravaging the vine- 
yard of the Lord.” The four cen- 
turies that have since elapsed 
have failed to subdue these con- 
trary feelings, and any evaluation 
of the personality and character 
of the chief Reformer is usually 
subject to prejudice. 


Actually, the best clue to the in- 
terpretation of Luther’s person- 
ality is provided by Luther him- 
self. That antipodal coupling of 
the words “saint and sinner,” so 
emphatically and profusely em- 
ployed in Luther’s writings either 
when referring to himself or to 
the believer at large, is his spiri- 
tual hallmark. The believer is a 
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saint only by virtue of the im- 
puted righteousness of Christ. 


In this sense and within these 
limits, according to Luther, our 
adoptive divine childhood is to be 
understood. On the other hand, 
conceived and born in sin, we all 
remain riveted to the grindstone 
of our daily and hourly failing, 
from which only God in His grace 
through Jesus Christ can and 
does lift us. 

When one misses this which 
forms the crux of Luther’s reli- 
gious insight, he will see in Lu- 
ther, and for that matter in any 
man, a harassing mixture of 
Jekyll and Hyde. Like any other 
human being, Luther could be 
generous, kind and sentimental, 
and at the same time proud, stub- 
born and headstrong. The author 
of the most beautiful hymns and 
winged sermons, he like others of 
his time was also capable of gross, 
shameless utterances. The same 
Luther who showed so much tact 
and savoir-faire in handling the 
troubles started by Carlstadt and 
Zwilling in Wittenberg in their 
rash iconoclastic fervor miserably 
failed in the advice he gave Duke 
Philip of Hesse and in the atti- 
tude he took regarding the Ana- 
baptists and the Peasants’ War. 

But the ready, humble confes- 
sion he made of his innumerable 
errors certainly adds to Luther’s 
greatness. One should understand 
that because of his exceptional 
dynamic qualities, the contradic- 
tory elements of his nature 
reached a higher dramatic pitch 
than is the case with ordinary 
men. This helps explain why one 
can reach conclusions as wrong 
and unjust as that of Jacques 
Maritain, who sees in Luther no 
Christian or even human great- 
ness, but only an animal great- 


ness—a greatness of force, ener- 
gv, and vehemence of character. 


A CORRECT APPROACH to the in- 
terpretation of Luther’s per- 
sonality represents the first asset 
of Kleinhans’ biography. With 
richness of anecdote and imagina- 
tion, he draws a sympathetic pic- 
ture of the monk of Wittenberg. 
But this is not a scholarly dissec- 
tion of Luther’s life-history. On 
the contrary, the author’s method 
is synthesis. In the fast pace 6 
twenty-two short chapters, a red- 
blooded figure of Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther comes to life—a man of his 
time, or, more accurately, the last 
man of his time, the Middle 
Ages. The biography is written 
without apology, as no more ap- 
ologies are needed for Luther 
than for mankind at large. 

Speaking of Luther’s early 
years in Erfurt, the author notes 
his somewhat unrefined but irre 
pressible sense of humor which 
later on was to be applied so effee 
tively by the “hammer of God.” 
Concerning studious people, for 
instance, the young Martin had 4 
ready joke. From the word 
studeo, “I study,” he said, came 
the word stultus, a “fool.” (p. 20) 
Yet Martin himself was to be 
real bookworm when, under the 
guidance of Staupitz, he moved 
to Wittenberg, the little college 
town which was to be his home 
for life. 

The same humorous vein was 
manifested in his own summary 
of the fateful debate of Worms: 
“Are these your books?” “Yes. 
“Do you recant them?” “No.” 
“Then scram!” (p. 90) 

Luther’s inexhaustible interest 
in life was demonstrated by the 
themes that were broached at 
table before the scores of student 
who shared his house and 
board. Some of these students if 
turn inflated to the extreme man 
minor items and concocted apo 
ryphal anecdotes in order to mak 
a little money from printers wh 
grasped at Luther’s every wort 

The chief virtue of Kleinhans 
book is that it is intersperse 
with savory episodes which kee 
it from falling into the anemi 
pattern of the history book. © 
the other hand, in Luther’s life 
history, as in that of any cham 
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pion of the human race, is to be 
found a universal element which 
interprets and speaks for man- 
kind at large. Caught between 
the poles of human sinfulness and 
divine grace, and suspended be- 
tween time and eternity, Luther’s 
life not only typifies that of the 
Christian believer at large but al- 
so points to the only valid solu- 
tion of the human dilemma. 

This solution is contained in the 
word which epitomizes the life 
of the just: “Glaube” in the lan- 
guage of the Reformer, “faith” 
in ours. 

Mr. Kleinhans’ fast - reading 
narrative will certainly succeed in 
bringing the reader closer to a 
comprehension of the human 
‘make-up of a man of destiny, who 
knew fear as well as faith, failure 
as well as triumph, sorrow as well 
as joy, but who never failed to 
cling to his boundless faith in 
God and who, in spite of his dia- 
lectical prowess, was obedient to 
the Word. 

It took such a man to break the 
Roman yoke, and Kleinhans has 
chronicled him well. 


Freedom’s Foe — the Vatican, 
by Adrian Pigott (London, Wick- 
liffe Press, [n.d] ; 126 pp.) 


‘Ts BOOK was written primari- 


ly for British readers. The 
author, a retired English naval 
officer, has derived from his 
world-wide traveling and _ first- 
hand contacts with different peo- 
ples and institutions a keen 
awareness of the inroads being 
made by Vatican politics among 
the Western democracies. While 
only thirty years ago the Vatican 
had no compunctions about show- 
ing its ideological hostility to the 
democratic West and tried to ride 
the Fascist and Nazi war horses 
in an attempt to eliminate the bul- 
wark of those annoying freedoms 
embodied in these Western coun- 
tries, the unexpected rise of Com- 
munism to world power brought 
about a radical change in Vatican 
strategy. 

That we deal only with a stra- 
tegic change, dictated by mere 
political expediency, and not with 
a change of heart, is the deep 
concern of Mr. Pigott and of all 
those “who value liberty.” To 
these the book is dedicated. 
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It is the purpose of the author 
to show that the gigantic, relent- 
less machinery of the Papacy is 
no more akin to the principles and 
practice of democracy now than 
it was when Leo XIII showed his 
contempt for them. Rome’s bid 
to the West is motivated only by 
her asserted role as the “bastion 
against Bolshevism.” However, it 
is just this unprincipled Machia- 
vellism which disqualifies her 
from any partnership or unity of 
action with the West. 

The reader will not find in this 
booklet any new information. 
Rather, the author has drawn 
from well-established material, of 
which there is no lack and whose 
value has increased in time as it 
has resisted the acid criticism of 
the Roman Catholic press. But 
what the reader will find new is 
the lean, compendious way in 
which the material is presented. 

The economy of writing reveals 
a man accustomed to the naked 
objectivity of a navy log book. 
There is a stringent logical se- 
quence in these short chapters, 
which contain a cogent analysis 
of each point dealt with. No liter- 
ary frills are found here. How- 
ever, here and there the author 
has skillfully injected a bit of his 
inimitable English irony or a dis- 
tich or two to enliven the prose. 


ITHIN THE SHORT SPAN of 
twelve chapters Mr. Pigott 
manages to present a comprehen- 
sive view of the problem at hand. 
He seems to have a flair for choos- 
ing an item revelatory of a cer- 
tain political or social trend and 
then weaving around it a logical 
sequence of thought. While he is 
highly effective when it comes to 
delineating the fundamental fea- 
tures of the Vatican’s struggle for 
world power, his perception is 
less acute when he grapples with 
issues that are more technically 
the portion of the theologian. 
Here his concern for “the health 
and happiness of the peoples” 
seems to obfuscate any theologi- 
cal precision. He overemphasizes 
a form of Christianity concerned 
primarily (if not exclusively) 
with the betterment of living con- 
ditions in this world. 
It may be that Catholicism has 
put an exaggerated stress on the 


“next world” as a pragmatic in- 
strument for perpetuating low 
living standards in this. But let 
us not forget that Christianity is 
not just a civilization and does 
not, in consequence, identify it- 
self too narrowly with any civili- 
zation, past or present. 

In the first eight chapters, Mr. 
Pigott outlines the elements, doc- 
trinal, human and _ economic, 
which enter into the make-up of 
the Catholic power. He points 
out—“more in sorrow than in an- 
ger’—the inner cleavage of Ro- 
man Catholic allegiance which 
makes of a Catholic an unhealthy 
citizen affected by social and poli- 
tical schizophrenia. Developing 
this theme, the author notes, by 
way of comparison, the differ- 
ences that exist between a ninety- 
nine percent Catholic country 
such as Spain and a ninety-nine 
percent Protestant country such 
as Denmark. The sharp contrast 
he does not explain, leaving such 
matters to Roman Catholic apolo- 
getics. 


B°? TO US the most interesting 

part of the book begins with 
the ninth chapter. Here Mr. Pig- 
ott analyzes the role of the Vati- 
can in widening the rift between 
the East and the West to suit its 
drive for world domination, which 
it feels is a “divine mission.” This 
relentless drive, dating from the 
turn of the first millennium, has 
been substantiated by historical 
evidence from as lucid a historian 
as Arnold Toynbee. 

It all started with the fact that 
the Slavs, and thereafter the 
East, were under the ecclesiasti- 
cal jurisdiction of the Patriarch 
of Constantinople and not under 
that of the Latin Patriarch, that 
is, the pope. On this broad histori- 
cal base Mr. Pigott lays down the 
developments which form the 
premises for Roman Catholic con- 
quest of both the United States 
and the United Kingdom. The 
documentation will not be com- 
pletely new to those who have 
read Blanshard or Manhattan. 
However, it is still interesting to 
hear of the reactions to a Mc- 
Carthy and “the Red Bogey” from 
the other side of the ocean. 

The book ends with a sweeping 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Cradle of Liberty 


Dear Dr. Montajio: 

As a native Philadelphian I 
have always been proud of our 
heritage, “The Cradle of Liber- 
ty.” Events of this afternoon 
have led me to believe that some 
people are no longer concerned 
with liberty of ideas. 

Upon my asking at the desk of 
the religious section in the main 
library of Philadelphia, “Why is 
the CONVERTED CATHOLIC maga- 
zine no longer on the shelf with 
the other religious magazines?” 
I was informed: “We now keep 
only one copy on hand and that 
is to be kept in stack”—hidden 
away, in other words. 

My request to see someone in 
authority was granted, and I pre- 
sented the same question. The 
reply was: “We are short of 
space, and some magazines must 
be kept in stack for lack of 
room.” I pursued my questioning 
further and pointed out that 
there were a score or more of 
periodicals displayed devoted to 
the task of propagating the Ro- 
man Catholic faith, but when one 
magazine appears in opposition 
to this organization there is no 
room for it to be displayed. 

The real reason became appar- 
ent when the librarian admitted 
to having received complaints re- 
garding the displaying of the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine. I 
can see that this action of sup- 
pression was to be the solution 
to all their problems. It will be 
if we all remain complacent and 
fail to make any protest at the 
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actions of these self-appointed 
censors. 
CHARLES J. KELLY 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Under Cover 


Dear Dr. Montafio: 


... You are doing a very im- 
portant work, and I am thankful 
that there is someone combatting 
the evil of the Roman Church. 

Even in the small communities 
around this area we see what that 
organization is doing in a subver- 
sive way. I requested a book from 
the library in San Bernardino 
through our village branch. It 
was one of Paul Blanshard’s 
books. After waiting a long time 
it finally came, and the librarian 
told me that in order to get three 
copies for the library they had to 
allow a priest to add an answer 
to it which was pasted in the back 
of the book. This in free America! 


(Mrs.) WM, F. Keys 
Joshua Tree, California 


e We urge our readers to combat 
this bigotry in the public libraries 
and also to place the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine on their li- 
brary shelves. 


Open Letter to Priests 


Dear Sir: 

I am submitting for your in- 
terest an “Open Letter to 
Priests,” which you might wish 
to publish. 


KENNETH L. MILEs 
Seattle, Washington 


2 


Views and opinions expressed in thi 
department do not necessarily repre- 
sent the view-point of this Magazine. 


“Dear Father” when I recalled 
that your own Douay Bible for- 
bids such a practice in Matthew 
23:9. Note its unequivocal, liter- 
al language: “And call none your 
father upon earth; for one is 
your father, who is in heaven.” 

For twenty years I have been 
engaged in teaching and preach- 
ing across Canada and the United 
States. My approximately twen- 
ty-seven years in classrooms, 
either as a teacher or pupil but 
always as a learner, has given me 
a passion for objective, unemo- 
tional thinking. As I write to you 
today, then, I do so in a kindly, 
inquiring vein. One despises bit- 
terness and cynicism; equally one 
seeks forthright answers to 
thoughtful questions. 

Here are some of the observa- 
tions which perplex me, and | 
should appreciate your grappling 
with the issues involved and then 
sending me what you honestly be- 
lieve to be the explanation: In 
my travels via railroad and air- 
way throughout America I have 
talked with thousands of people. 
As we have chatted together it 
has become clear in a bewildering 
preponderance of cases that Cath- 
olics are the most ignorant peo- 
ple of all as to the teaching of 
the Holy Scriptures. I have stood 
aghast over and over again upon 
marking the total darkness of 
Roman Catholics so far as the 
most elementary Bible concepts 
are concerned. Why? 

This second matter, sir, has 
come to be almost an avocation 
with me. Why do the police blot 
ters, the attorneys of my at- 
quaintance, and all the reliable 
information I can gather, agreé 
that markedly more Catholics 
than Protestants at all age levels 
are arraigned in the courts of our 
land? Now do not dismiss this 
as what the logicians term 4 
hasty generalization, sir. Why? 

As a pastor I have had occa- 
sion to go from door to door in- 
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viting people to church. Where- 
ever I have gone, whether in Que- 
bec, Pennsylvania, Alberta, On- 
tario, California, Maryland, New 
York, Hawaii, Kentucky, or 
Washington, the most ungracious 
and at times despicable treatment 
accorded me was meted out by 
people who claimed adherence to 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
Why? 

One further question is in 
point. Having been graduated 
from four schools of higher learn- 
ing, understandably I have fel- 
low alumni widely scattered 
across the planet. Some of these 
folk, a pleasing number, are mis- 
sicnaries abroad. With one hun- 
dred per cent unanimity the re- 
port comes from the Congo, Co- 
lombia, Peru, Japan, Guatemala, 
Fcrmosa, Nigeria, Italy, and Cos- 
ta Rica, where my classmates 
seek to enunciate the New Testa- 
ment Evangel, that the relentless 
opposition with which they meet 
is not from paganism but from 
Romanism. Again, why? 

Would you welcome a sugges- 
tion which, indeed, might intro- 
duce a drastically new concept? 
Could the Roman Catholic 
Church be the mother of harlots 
described in the seventeenth and 


























































































































































































































& eighteenth chapters of the Apoc- 
air-§ alypse? The more one combs 
have§ those chapters the more one feels 
ople. that the huge Catholic system 
er it). With its headquarters in the city 
ering of seven mountains (Revelation 
Cath.§ 17:9) answers completely [the 





description.] What do you think? 
KENNETH L. MILES 


























Stress and Distress 


Dear Sir: 

. . . The various opinions re- 
garding Mr. Billy Graham were 
deserving of publishing, because 
very often when listening to Mr. 
Graham’s broadcasts I have won- 

































































y ac-§ dered in which direction his per- 
liable § sonal beliefs lie. I cannot help 
agree §# thinking of the old adage—in ref- 
holics § erence to Mr. Graham—“A man 






cannot serve two masters.” 

I remember, during Mr. Gra- 
ham’s visits to England, he 
stressed he was not concerned 
about a person’s denomination, 
and his mission was to urge peo- 
ple to attend their churches regu- 
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larly. Your editorial notes ex- 
press my thoughts perfectly, e.g., 
“Christ, NOT Mary.” Mr. Gra- 
ham apparently is playing a safe 
role by making known he is not 
against any denomination. Christ 
and the Apostles denounced all 
who were not with Him... How- 
ever, I hope I am not too unkind- 
ly critical... 

WILLIAM J. ROBATHAN 


Isle of Man, England 


Shadow of the Inquisition 


Dear Dr. Montajfio: 


In discussing the article “Has 
the Bible a Place in Our Public 
Schools,” it occurs to me that Mr. 
Walter McCarroll has raised a 
point which deserves fuller con- 
sideration. 

Mr. McCarroll finds unjustified 
the fear that Rome might subvert 
a public school Bible reading pro- 
gram to her own purposes. He 
points out that experience does 
not warrant this fear, giving as 
proof the fact that “Twelve states 
now require Bible reading by law. 
Six states forbid teachers .. . to 
exclude Bible reading,” etc. He 
asks, “Has the presence of the 
Bible provoked controversy ... ?” 

It is clear that Mr. McCarroll 
believes the answer to be “No.” 
There may be some dispute on 
that, but it is obvious that Mr. 
McCarroll has made a conscien- 
tious study of the situation, and, 
I believe, is entitled to have the 
facts as he presents them ac- 
cep*ed. 

However, the situation as it 
stands at the present or has stood 
in the past is not the issue. Our 
concern today is what is going to 
happen in the future in our coun- 
try where the hand of Rome falls 
ever more heavily on both politi- 
cal parties, all departments of our 
Government, all branches of the 
armed services, and the security 
of our institutions. To say that 
there is nothing to fear on that 
score is to show a fatal blindness 
in the face of deadly peril. To 
think that the whole question of 
school Bible reading has not been 
altered fundamentally by the sup- 
port of the previously opposed 
Roman hierarchy is to wholly 
misunderstand the character and 


purposes of the Roman Church. 
The very fact that she is now 
coming out for “religion in the 
schools” indicates her growing 
confidence in her ability to manip- 
ulate the program to her own 
advantage. 

As a student in Catholic high 
schools and college, I was taught 
that “heresy” (Protestantism) is 
“spiritual poison” and can only be 
tolerated until the Church is in a 
position to stamp it out. One way 
to hasten that day is to set up a 
religious program in the schools 
which cannot fail to fall into the 
hands of the Roman hierarchy. 

Inadequate as it may seem to 
many good Christians, is it not 
better far that our schools con- 
fine themselves to moral and ethi- 
cal teachings than that, by open- 
ing the door to Rome, they be a 
party to the destruction of our 
free school system and of Ameri- 
can Protestantism itself? 

Does the reader think this ex- 
aggerated? It is later than you 
think. Already the shadow of the 
Inquisition creeps athwart the 
Star-spangled Banner. 

DEE SMITH 


San Diego, California 


Book Review 
(Continued from page 29) 


conclusion and a warning in a 
Periclean spirit that there is no 
happiness without liberty and no 
liberty without courage. Of such 
courage the book itself stands as 
tangible evidence. 

We might add one comment. 
Mr. Pigott refers to the Vatican 
hierarchy as “the Italian clerics.” 
In point of fact, because Vatican 
City is extra-territorial, its citi- 
zens are subject to the political 
rule of the Pope and its scope 
and tactics cannot be identified 
with those of the Italian people. 
The Vatican is a foreign country 
to the Italian, an intruder upon 
his national soil, a foreign body 
against which he had to fight 
bloody wars. 

On the other hand, with the in- 
creasing internationalization of 
the College of Cardinals, all eligi- 
ble to become pope, the Vatican 
pendulum is oscillating every day 
more strongly in the direction of 
a Madison Avenue home, U.S.A. 





31 








Age of Un-Sceholasticism 
Fr. F. W. O'Brien, S.J., 


of Georgetown University: “From 
September 6 to 8 the nation’s capital 
played host to some 1,500 college pro- 
fessors and practitioners of politics 
assembled for the 52nd annual meet- 
ing of the American Political Sci- 
ence Association. . . 


“Though it was gratifying to see a 
sizable number of professors from 
Catholic colleges, regrets might still 
be felt that only six were on the 
roster of 320 panelists who actively 
debated subjects of vital concern to 
social and political life. Moreover, 
only one of the 76 papers read at the 
meeting was from a representative 
of a Catholic college. In sharp con- 
trast, the eight Ivy League schools 
had a total of 57 chairmen, discuss- 
ants or readers of papers... . 


“Since in making its selections for 
such activity the program committee 
is largely influenced by a professor’s 
scholarly writings, the above figures 
suggest that Catholic schools have 
neglected this academic chore.” 
(America, Sept. 22, 1956) 


Meet the Porcupine 
Albert S. Foley, S.J.: 


“Unfortunately, we do have more 
than our share of these social porcu- 
pines who bristle with hostile aggres- 
siveness and are belligerently unco- 
operative in matters of common 
concern. There are some quill-shoot- 
ing, defensive, overly sensitive, and 
suspicious people who for one reason 
or another venture out into ill- 
guided careers in community work 
that bring a large amount of dis- 
credit on the Church because they 
boldly and brazenly advertise their 
identity as Catholics... . 


“High on the list of the problem 
characters that become ticketed as 
‘Catholics’ is the one I would call the 
‘ethno-eccentric.’ I have encountered 
this ill-at-ease person in a state of 
extreme discomfort in civic situa- 
tions which I found most pleasant 
and congenial. But they were not so 
for him. He felt at home only in his 
own narrow little circle of friends of 
the same cultural background, identi- 
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cal in race and nationality. . . . Con- 
fusing religious identification with 
nationality classification, this per- 
sonality type feeds on the bygone 
glories of the past and the historic 
antipathies of his forefathers as the 
source of his group loyalty and pride. 
He becomes a definitely divisive fac- 
tor in a community... . 


_ “Wilfrid Ward coined the expres- 
sion ‘siege mentality’ to indicate the 
overly defensive, touchy, sensitive, 
persecuted type of mind that has 
been found among Catholics since the 
Reformation. Where Catholics have 
been a minority with more or less 
the same pattern of difficulties that 
minorities in general experience, the 
ghettoization process produces an ar- 
ray of defeated, defensive, pessimis- 
tic and negative personalities. 


“T have found some of these siege- 
minded defensivists identified with 
the Church and often boldly fronting 
for it in self-appointed zealotry be- 
fore the rest of the community. ... 
Viewing the world through the dis- 
torting glass of a persecution com- 
plex, these defensivists are difficult 
to work with. This alarmishness 
drives them to put anti-Catholic in- 
terpretations on even the simplest of 
misunderstandings which inevitably 
occur in the give-and-take of com- 
munity activity. ... 


“Another type of quill-shooting, 
dart-throwing personality that often 
operates behind a Catholic mask is 
the verbal aggressor. This is the kind 
of person who cannot tolerate the 
least difference of opinion without 
vitriolic debate, personal recrimina- 
tions, and violent attacks. Insecure in 
her (or his) own grasp of the faith 
and morals of her way of life, she 
fortifies herself by blistering broad- 
sides against those who hold a dif- 
ferent set of tenets and values. ... 


“Another set of negative person- 
alities one encounters as problems in 
community activities are those whose 
mental pabulum nourishes a whole 
series of interlocking prejudices 
against everything that is not all- 
Catholic, pro-Catholic and only Cath- 
olic. This type feeds on a steady diet 
of cliches, epithets, crude slang 
names, and horrendous stories 
(mostly fictional) about the unknown 


- THE CONVERTED 


outgroups with whom they sedulous- 
ly avoid having any but the mini- 
mum of civic contacts... . 


“There are many others who might 
be included in this parade of odd 
exhibits from the human menagerie 
who, though not specifically nor ex- 
clusively Catholic, tend to be identi- 
fied as such by unthinking individ-' 
uals. There is the dead-pan passivist, 
who sets his face stolidly against the 
things of this world, even when he 
goes to a political or a community 
meeting; the wall-eyed, anxious neu- 
rotic who develops high tension in 
the face of even the mildest of con- 
flicts; the unsocialized individualist, 
who has never become group-broken 
or trained in the social skills required 
for democratic procedures; the stand 
ard-bearing propagandist, who turns 
people against his causes and his re- 
ligion by his clumsy grabbing for the 
spotlight and the least opportunity 
for publicity; the radical non-par 
ticipationist, who doesn’t know what 
it is—but he’s against it, will have 
nothing to do with it; and the ludi 
crous commie-scenter, who smells 
communist behind every non-Catho 
lic and many a Catholic facade.” 
(Integrity, May, 1956) 


Appalling Ignorance 
of Catholies 
Rev. Edward Braco, 


speaking on religious education 4 
the Tenth National Congress of thi 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
criticized the “appalling ignorance 
of Catholics on the fundamentals oj 
Catholic ceremonies. “Some Catho 
lics” have no concept of even thi 
basic ceremonies of our church. 


“It seems not a little presumptu 
ous to concentrate our efforts on ac 
quainting non-Catholics with th 
true significance of our ceremonie 
until those hungering and thirstin 
within our own house are filled. 
(AP dispatch, Sept. 29, 1956) 


For the Weaker Sex 
Commonweal, 


Roman Catholic lay magazine: “A 
though the great wave of Italian m 
gration into this area [America] h 
passed, the traditional prejudices ¢ 
the Latin mentality still find he 
one of their last strongholds. Th 
great majority of men do not atten 
Mass, but leave such things to th 
women of the family. Morning Mass 
are for the most part attended t 
the older women, joined in the at 
tumn by some of the school childre 
It is very depressing to realize th 
despite all one’s efforts the majorit 
of boys will cease to go to chure 
with any regularity once they lea 
the parochial school.” (August 2 
1956) 
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